
14 September 1963 S.A. TYDSKRIF VIR GENEESKUNDE 951

VAKATURE - ASSISTENT·REDAKTEUR

Aansoeke word van geneeshere ingewag om die voltydse be­
trekking van Assistent-Redakteur in diens van die Mediese
Vereniging van Suid-Afrika.

Die salarisskaal aan die betrekking verbonde is R5,200 X 200
-R6,OOO per jaar. Die suksesvolle applikant moet by die
Vereniging se pensioenskema aansluit.

Aansoeke moet besonderhede van status, kwalifikasies en
ondervinding insluit, en moet die Sekretaris, Mediese Ver­
eniging van Suid-Afrika, Posbus 643, Kaapstad, bereik voor
30 September 1963.

VACANCY - ASSISTANT EDITOR

Applications are invited from medical practitioners for the
full-time post of Assistant Editor in the service of the Medical
Association of South Africa.

The salary scale attaching to the post is R5,200 X 200­
R6,OOO per annum. The successful applicant must join the
Association's Superannuation Fund.

Applications, which should contain details of status, qualifi­
cations and experience, must reach the Secretary, Medical
Association of South Africa, P.O. Box 643, Cape Town, before
30 September 1963.

A. lL Tonkin
SekretarisMediese Huis

Kaapstad
31 Julie 1963

Medical House
Cape Town
31 July 1963

BOEKBESPREKINGS : BOOK REVIEWS

A. H. Tonkin
Secretary

PRESCRIBING FOR CHILDREN

The Paediatric Prescriber. 2nd ed. By P. Catzel, M.B.,
B.Ch. (Rand), M.R.C.P. (Edin.), D.C.H., R.c.P. & S.
(Edin.), D.C.H., R.C.P. & S. (Eng.). Pp. xx+261. R2.00.
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1963.

Although this is a small book and priced very modestly, the
print is also small and the amount of information packed
into it is remarkable. It is up to date, covers all that one
would expect from the title, and a great deal more, e.g. infant
feeding, fluid replacement, and poisoning. The treatment of
many conditions, including a minor course in dermatology,
far exceeds the range of contents one anticipates. A valuable
addition to any medical bookshelf. F.J.F.

CRIME IN SOUTH AFRICA

Crime in South Africa. An integralist approach. By L. F.
Freed, Hons. B.A., M.A. (S.A.), D.Phil. (PreL), M.B., Ch.B.
(St.And.), M.D., D.P.M., D.P.H., D.T.M. & H. Pp. xv+423.
R6.00. Cape Town: Juta & Co. 1963.

Dr. Freed has written an interesting book to show that crime
in South Africa has many predisposing factors and causes

BRIEWERUBRIEK

ABDOMINAL PREGNANCY WITH A UNIQUE
METHOD OF DELIVERY

To the Editor: Dr. Shelton's interesting paper The treatment
of abdominal pregnancies' which appeared in the Journal re­
cently' prompts a rather belated placing on record of what we
believe to be a most interesting and in fact unique case be­
cause of the method of delivery of the infant (not to be re­
commended! ).

Most unfortunately the original medical records concerning
this patient have been mislaid and the following brief resume
of the history of the case was compiled from nurses' notes
and from those personnel concerned with the management
and delivery at the time.

Sarah J. a Coloured para 4, grav. 5 was admitted to the
obstetrical unit of the Somerset Hospital on 7 September
1955 in her 36th week of pregnancy with a history and physi­
cal findings very suggestive of concealed accidental antepar­
tum haemorrhage. The foetal heart sounds were not heard.
After preliminary resuscitation with blood transfusions the
membranes were punctured and blood-stained liquor amnii
drained through a Drew-Smythe catheter. A breech presen­
tation was felt high up in the pelvis through what appeared
to be a l-rlDger dilated cervix.

During the next 3 days no worsening occurred in the
patient's general condition, despite persistent abdominal pain.
Almost 72 hours after admission to hospital vaginal examina­
tion was performed because of delay in progress in 'labour'
following prolonged efforts of bearing down.

Both feet of the baby were found to be lying in the upper
vagina and the 'cervix' appeared to be fully dilated. Breech
extraction was performed and a stillborn macerated baby

which act interdependently. As befits such a complex subject,
he elucidates it by a variety of means-anecdotally; by con­
sulting with those such as police, lawyers, etc., who deal with
it and criminals daily; the analysis of official published re­
ports; and last, but perhaps most revealingly, by a careful
and detailed study of 131 criminals with whom he has had
personal contact. His erudition and the broad basis of his en­
quiry is everywhere apparent, and the result of his labours is
always interesting and at times most lively. He has many
valuable ideas about the prevention of crime and the manage-
ment of criminals. A definitely worth-while book. L.S.G.

BACTERIOLOGY

Essentials of Bacteriology. By R. G. White. Pp. ix +-283.
Illustrated. R3.50. London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co.
1963.

This book is easy to read and up to date. It explains to the
medical and dental student, as briefly as possible, the essen­
tials of bacteria, viruses, fungi and rickettsiae. The text is well
illustrated and some references given may stimulate further
reading. Dr. White has written a sound guide to the appli-
cation of bacteriology to clinical medicine. H.D.B.

CORRESPONDENCE

weighing 5 lb. 12 oz. delivered under general anaesthesia.
Placental separation failed to occur, and manual removal was
undertaken. On inserting the hand into the 'uterus' loops of
bowel were encountered and this manoeuvre was immediately
abandoned.

Laparotomy was then decided upon and the following find­
ings were described: There was fresh blood in the pelvis and
the uterus was not markedly enlarged. The placenta was
attac1;led to the posterior external of the uterus and to the
posterior broad ligament. It now became apparent that we
were dealing with an abdominal pregnancy, the foetus of
which had been delivered per vaginam through the posterior
fornix.

Subtotal hysterectomy to include the attached placenta was
performed and the opening in the posterior fornix was not
closed. Postoperative convalescence was uneventful with the
aid of blood transfusion and the patient was discharged on
4 October.

Medicus
1. ShelloD, M. G. (1%3): S. Air. Med. J., 37, 585.

SOME TRIALS WITH 'ORFENSO'

To the Editor: I am writing to draw the attention of readers
to a complication arising in a caSe following the use of the
drug orfenso compound, which has been recently marketed in
South Africa and has received publicity in the Journal of 10
August 1963.'

I report a case of severe agranulocytosis occurring in an
elderly osteo-arthritic female following the limited administra­
tion of orfenso compound. She had received six to eight
aspirins per day over the past twenty-five years and recently
added a tablet of orfenso compound to her early-morning


