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JOHNSON & JOHNSON NURSING GOLD MEDAL
AWARDS

Each year Johnson & Johnson award a Gold Medal to the
most successful candidates in the national examinations for
the Operating Theatre Technique Certificate and the Paediatric
Nursing Certificate conducted by the South African Nursing
Association.

The 1963 recipients were Mrs. A. E. Anderson of Groote
Schuur Hospital, Cape Town, who received the highest marks
in the Operating Theatre Technique Certificate examinations,
and Miss H. B. Brookes of the Transvaal Memorial Hospital
for Children, Johannesburg, who was the most successful can
didate in the Paediatric Nursing Certificate examination.

WORLD LIST OF FUTURE INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS NOTIFIED DURING MARCH 1964

World Medical Esperanto Association, Meeting, The Hague,
2 - 8 August 1964. Secretary, 176 Nieuwe Binnenweg, Rotter
dam 2, Netherlands.

Inter-American Conference on Toxicology and Occupational
Medicine, Miami, 24 - 27 August 1964. Prof. W. B. Deichmann,
School of Medicine, University of Miami, Florida.

13th International Congress of Urology, London, 31 August
5 September 1964. Dr. I. Williams, 61 Harley House, Maryle
bone Road, London, S.E.1.

International Congress on Gout and Urinary Lithiasis, Evian,
France, 4 - 6 September 1964. Secretary, 4 boul. de la Bastille,
Paris 12e, France.

International Congress on Alcohol and Alcoholism, Frank
furt am Main, 7 - 11 September 1964. Secretary, International
Bureau Against Alcoholism, Case Gare 49, Lausanne, Switzer
land.

BOOK REVIEWS
CHIRURGIESE ENDOKRINOLOGlE

Clinical Endoerinology for Surgeons. By D. A. D. Mont
gomery, M.B.E., M.D., M.R.C.P. and R.B. Welbourn, M.A.,
M.D., F.R.e.S. Pp. viii + 567. Illustrated. R8.00. London:
Edward Arnold Publishers. 1963.

Nuwe boeke oor die medisyne verskyn byna daagliks, maar
meestal voorsien hulle nie in besondere behoeftes nie. Hierdie
boek is egter anders en dit voorsien 'n behoefte wat tot nog
toe bestaan het Die onderwerp van chirurgiese endokrinologie
word uistekend en duidelik bespreek en die boek is 'n Ius om
te lees. 'n Groot hoeveelheid informasie wat die nuutste ont
wikkelinge in endokrinologie insluit, is in die boek te vind,
en dit is duidelik dat die skrywers nie moeite ontsien het om
die bes moontlike boek daar te stel nie.

Die boek word in drie dele verdeel. In die eerste gedeelte
word die hipofise, sowel as die buislose kliere wat in direkt~

verhouding tot die hipofise staan, behandel. Daar is o.a. in
hierdie gedeelte twee uitstekende hoofstukke oor die steroledes
en steroled terapie. Die hoofstuk oor die tiroi"ed verdien ook
vermelding aangesien dit besonder volledig, duidelik en leer
saam is. In die tweede deel V'ln die boek word die ander
endokriene kliere, o.a. die bynier medulla en die paratiroied,
behandel. Die laaste deel waarin die endokriene aspekte van
algemene chirurgie bespreek word, is -besonder interessant.
Hieronder word o.a. die metaboliese veranderinge na trouma
en die endokrien aspekte van mamma- en prostaatkarsinoom
bespreek. In hierdie gedeelte is die -laaste hoofstuk oor aho
malie van seksuele ontwikkeling uitstekend-hierdie veld wat
dikwels moeilik verstaanbaar is, word eenvoudig en duidelik
bespreek.

By elke onderwerp word die fisiologie en patologie ook
bespreek sodat die boek 'n uitstekende een is vir nagraadse
studente in chirurgie en vir die belangstellende chirurg. Vir
die internis is die boek ook van waarde omdat die chirurgiese
behandeling van verskillende endokriene siektetoestande kort
liks bespreek word. Heeltemal tereg word besonderhede van
operatiewe tegniek weggelaat. Die skrywers le klem' ~p die
belangrikste chirurgiese toestande en wy heelwat spasie hier
aan in die boek. Ook word toestande wat nie in gewone boeke
oor chirurgie bespreek word nie, b.v. anomalie van seksuele
ontwikkeling, behandel. Aan die einde van elke hoofstuk IS
daar 'n uitstekende lys van verwysings met die oog op verdere
studie.

International Congress of the History of Medicine, Basel,
7 - 12 September 1964. Prof. R. Blaser, Maiengasse 63, Basel 4,
Switzerland.

World Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Buenos
Aires, 19 - 26 September 1964. Prof. G. di Paola, Hospital de
Clinicas, Cordoba 2149, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

3rd World Congress of Anesthesiologists, Sao Paulo, Brazil,
20 - 26 September 1964. Dr. L. P. Machado, Caixa Postal 330,
Sao Paulo, Brazil.

5th International Congress of Allergology, Madrid, 11 - 16
October 1964. Secretary, clo Clinica de la Concepci6n, Avda.
Reyes Cat61icos 2, Madrid 3, Spain.

8th International Congress of Internal Medicine, Buenos
Aires, 23 November 1964. Prof. H. Ludwig, 2 Medizinische
Abteilung, Burgerspital Basel, Basel, Switzerland.

BOEKBESPREKINGS
Ons moet met dank kennis neem dat hierdie boek verskyn

het en die skrywers behoort in hul skik te voel met hierdie
werk. B.J.v.R.D.

ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION
Clinical Practice and Physiology of Artificial Respiration.
By J. M. K. Spalding, D.M. (Oxon.), M.R.C.P. (Lond.) and
A. C. Smith, MA (Oxon.), M.B. (Edin.), F.F.A.R.e.S. Pp.
vii + 144. Illustrated. R3.00. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1963.

The use of prolonged artificial respiration by mechanical means
holds an undisputed place in modem therapy of an increasing
number of medical and surgical conditions. This book, from
the Respiration Unit at Oxford, is by the physician anaesthe
tist team largely responsible for developing and demonstrati'!g
the practical therapeutic possibilities of artificial respiration III

the United Kingdom. . .
The significance and importance of early recogmtlon. of

respiratory insufficiency is emphasized and the practical
management of cases presented in a delightfully thorough yet
simple way.

The physiology of artificial respiration is dealt with co'!
cisely but no significant aspect has been overlook~d. There IS
an interesting discussion on the value of negative pressure
phase in respirators. Details of indivi?ual respi:ator typ~~ have
been wisely omitted but the reader IS placed III a pOSItIOn te
decide upon the specification ~f any machine he might choose
for each type of case.

This is a thoroughly good book, which should be read by
all who deal with respiratory insufficiency from any cause
whatever. A.B.B.

ADVANCES IN ANGIOLOGY
The Peripheral Blood Vessels. Ed. by J. L. Orbison. M.D.
and D. E. Smith, M.D. PP.. xiii + 357. Illustrated. ~1~.40.
Baltimore: Williams & Wllkins Co.; and London: Ballhere,
Tindall & Cox Ltd. 1963.

This fourth monograph of the series, sponsored by the
International Academy of Pathology, deals, in 13 chapters,
with various aspect~ of peripheral blood vessels. The first part
of the book consists of six articles on development, structure,
chemical composition and function of normal blood vessels.
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In the second part aetiological factors of peripheral vascular
diseases, such as nutritional, hormonal, immunological, and
infectious influences are discussed, as well as morphological
manifestations of vascular diseases, i.e. thrombosis, .purpura
and collagen diseases. The reader who expects a systematic
treatise on angiology will be somewhat disappointed by this
book. It was, however, not intended to be a systematic text
book of angiology, but rather a report on certain facets of new
scientific endeavours. With this in mind, 1 find most of the
articles a stimulating source of information, which make in
teresting reading. The literature is quoted freely and there are
30 pages of author and subject indexes. The production of
this book is as good as those of the previous volumes of
the series. H.W.W.

KONFERENSIE OOR EPIDEMlOLOGIE
Epidemiology. Reports on research and teaching, 1962. Ed.
by J. Pemberton. Pp. xviii + 341. RS.50. London and
Cape Town: Oxford University Press. 1963.

Hierdie studie bestaan uit verslae gelewer op 'n internasionale
konferensie oor epidemiologie wat in 1961 in Joegoslawie gehou
was.

Dit is duidelik dat 'n deeglike studie van die epidemiologic
baie tot 'n beter begrip van siektes kan bydra. Die boofstukke
oor kanker, bloeddruk, bissinose, standardisasie van ondersoek
metodes en onlangse ontwikkelings in die doseer van sosiale
geneeskunde is besonder geslaagd.

Nieteenstaande groot gapinge is dit 'n waardevolle versame
ling beskouings oor die epidemiologie. Verskillende stimu
lerende navorsingsmoontlikhede word aan die hand gedoen.

F.P.S.

PUBLIC HEALTH IN AFRICA

Planning for Health. By M. Colbourne. Pp. 106. London and
Cape Town: Oxford University Press. 1963.

The New Mrica Library Series is published with the object
of making accessible to Mrican leaders and citizens, know
ledge relevant to the political, economic and social changes
now taking place throughout Africa.

The author, Dr. Michael Colbourne, approached the sub
ject of public health from a preventative point of view. It is
an informative book for the lay reader. The problems of
providing essential health services are presented in a clear
and comprehensive manner. The coordination of health
development with the development of other public services
is essential. J.W.v.d.R.

HISTORY OF SURGERY

The Story of Wound Healing and Wound Repair. By AlIen
O. Whipple, M.D., D.Sc. Pp. xiii + 123. Illustrated. $5.75.
Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. 1963.

Starting with the earliest known descriptions ·of surgical prac
tice as depicted on the papyri and monuments of ancient
Egypt, this book unfolds the history of medicine and surgery
throughout the ages, emphasizing those doctrines (and their
proponents) and events which have influenced the surgical
management of wounds up to modern times. This brilliantly
written' and beau!ifully produced book is highly recommended
to all who take an interest in medical history. W.M.R.

CORRESPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK

ROAD ACCIDENTS AND ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

To the Editor: Please let me have space in your columns to
make a point which has some relevancy to the prolonged
massacre continuing on.the roads of this country.

Not so long ago, according to newspaper reports, a Minister
of State appeared somewhat perturbed by the significant
increase in the sale of wines and spirits, especially spirits in
the form of brandy. It was to be expected that his perturbation
would, justifiably, lead to some vigorous exchanges in the
House of Assembly, but this did not happen.

And now, very recently, another Minister of State is per
turbed by 'the consumption of wine and brandy in the Republic
exceeding the supply' (sic!) (Cape Times, IS April 1964). So
directives have been issued to the responsible bodies to
increase the 'quota' by nearly 50% -! .

These two ministerial utterances when noticed in juxtaposi
tion warn of the frightening potential evils awaiting motorists
and pedestrians on all our roads. An alarming fact in my
experience is the reckless imbibition of strong drink by the

youth of the land, and statistical evidence of drunkenness, (in
cluding chronic alcoholism), in South Mrica is already shock
ing.

If I may be allowed to coin a sentence, let me say vis naturae
in vitro in vivo creare potest. I do not doubt that all thinking
people see the need for some attempt at government level to
control the consumption of strong drink by the youth of the
country, but the urgency for some measure of control is
contingent upon the ready availability of the lethal auto
vehicles with which they provide themselves.

Is it too much to suggest that no strong drink should be
supplied by the public purveyors to any person under the age
of 25 years and the publican should be enabled to demand
evidence of his customer's age? At 25 one can with reason
expect that an individual is beginning to have some vague sense
of responsiOiIity towards the"community in which he drinks.

16 Spring Gardens Theodore James
Pinelands, Cape
19 April 1964

ACUTE TRANSITORY ERYTHROBLASTOPENIA IN KWASHIORKOR

To the Editor: The paper by Neame and Simson1 on acute
transitory erythroblastopenia in kwashiorkor is of great interest.
There is one point, however, which requires clarification. The
photomicrographs of 'giant pro-eryfuroblasts and giant reticu
lum cells' in their paper are very similar to megakaryocytic
precursors (megakaryoblasts). The morphology and size of these
cells (25 - 6011) correspond to cells of the megakaryocytic
series.2 Of help in differentiating whether these cells are
eryfuroblasts or megakaryocytic precursors is staining of the
granules in the cytoplasm of these cells with the periodic-acid
Schiff (PAS) method. Megakaryocytic precursors, like mega
karyocytes, show granules in their cytoplasm when stained by
the PAS method, whereas PAS staining material is not nor
mally found in eryfuroblasts.3 It is not clear from the text
whether staining of the cells with PAS was done in order to

make this differentiation. Chanarin et al.4 have recently drawn
attention to cells with this very same morphology and have
presented convincing evidence that they are probably mega
karyocytic precursors and not 'giant proerythroblasts'.

Department of Child Health Philip Lanzkowsky
University of Cape Town
Observatory, Cape
15 April 1964
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