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PULSE OXIMETRY
Revised Edition. Principles and Practice Series. By John TB Mayle.

Series editors CEW Hahn and AP Adams. Pp. ix +140. £18.95. BMJ.

1998. ISBN 0-7279-1235-6.

The pulse oximeter as a non­

invasive monitor of hypoxaemia

has revolutionised monitoring in

anaesthesia and intensive care

over the past 12 years. The

potential for misinterpreting the

results from this useful device

makes it essential that the user is

aware of its operation and

limitations. The basic knowledge

required to do so is

comprehensively covered in this

140 - page book.

The early chapters discuss the

historical development of the pulse oximeter, the principles

involved in oximetry and the workings of the pulse oximeter.

The text includes a discussion on the problems inherent with

the calibration of this device.

Later chapters focus on the general and specific applications

of pulse oximetry This revised edition includes a new chapter

on fetal pulse oximetry. The technical and physiological

limitations of the pulse oximeter are well described. Minor

criticisms are the lack of discussion on the statistical methods

needed to compare different pulse oximeters and too much

detail in describing the mechanisms of obstructive sleep

apnoea.

The text is clearly written and is accompanied by frequent,

well drawn .line diagrams. Important points are highlighted in

text boxes. It is comprehensively referenced.

This book will be especially useful for staff involved in

anaesthesia, intensive care medicine and neonatology, and for

registrars in training in these disciplines.

Peter Gordon

Books may be ordered directly from SAi'vIA Health and
ivledical Publishing Group Book Department, Private Bag XI,
Pinelands, 7430, te!. (021) 531-3081, fax (021) 5314126, e-mail
publishing@samedica!.org or jstrydomCa'samedical.org

Visit our website at www.samedica!.org
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DUROGESIC, TRAMAL AND

TYLENOL ANALGESICS

Janssen-Cilag has extended its pain management portfolio with

Durogesic, Tramal and Tylenol, to include a treatment option

for each step of the three-step analgesic ladder.

Tylenol is an OTC product containing paracetamol in

controlled-release capsules and provides rapid pain relief for

up to 8 hours. Tramal (tramadol hydrochloride) is a centrally

acting analgesic with both an opioid and non-opioid

mechanism of action and is indicated for the treatment of

moderate to moderately severe pain. Durogesic is a

transdermal therapeutic system containing fentanyl to provide

continuous controlled opioid analgesia and is indicated for use

in the management of chronic cancer pain.

Enquiries: Hedley Jones, Janssen-Cilag Pain Management Product

Manager, tel. (011) 269-4600, or 086011-1117 (Medical

Information).

TAVANIC ANTIBIOTIC

Hoechst Marion Roussel has launched the quinolone Tavanic

(Ievofloxacin).

Tavanic is effective against all four types of pathogens, gram­

positive, gram-negative, atypical and anaerobic, and is

indicated in sinusitis, community-acquired pneumonia, acute

exacerbation of chronic bronchitis, urinary tract infections,

pyelonephritis, skin and soft tissue infections, intra-abdominal

infections, septicaemia and bacteraemia.

Enquiries: Hoechst Marion Roussel Ltd, Private Bag X207,

Midrand, 1683, tel. (011) 313-8328.

DRAGER IN ANAESTHESIA AND

ICUMARKET

Following the establishment of a partnership between Drager

SA and Macmed Health Care Ltd, a number of technical, sales

and support staff have moved to Drager from Macmed

subsidiary Crest Healthcare, to provide services in the

anaesthesia and ICD capital equipment market.

This information is supplied by manufacturers or their agents
either directly or through public relatIOns agencies. PublIcation
does not indicate endorsement at the contents bv CCS, SA~L-\
or SAfCe. .


