
kant geveg het) aan sv lesers vaor Ie. Die deel sol"
aFgesluit word met A.C.H.Uggla se verslag oor die
herdenkingsbveenkomste von die slog von
MogersFontein (Stockholm, 1926).

Op p. ix von die publikasie verskvn 'n bibliograFie
von bestaande werke in AFrikoons, Engels en
Nederlands wat oandog oan die lotgevalle von die
Skondinowiese korps wv' waoromtrent tons -
donksv die jongste publikasie - meer bekend en
toeganklik gemoak is as in die verlede die gevol
wos.

Kol. Dr Jan Ploeger

Dick Wilson: Moo the peoples Emperor,Hutchin-
son, 1979, A25.75

Dick Wilson has written 0 detailed account of Moo
Tse Tung's liFe,Fromhis beginnings as a peosant's
son, to the dav he entered Peking to proclaim to
Chino ond to the world the beginning of 0 new
order.

He invented ForChino a completelv new svstem of
liFe, economv and government. In the course of
devising it he leFt behind 0 bod V of theoretical ond
expositorv writing - as well os 0 small collection of
excellent poetrlyl. His selF-appointed task wos the
impossible one of dragging a decoved, corrupt ond
ineFFicientimperial order, which hod moulded the
Chinese people Formanv centuries, into modernitv.
Sv 1920, as a primorv school headmaster, he be-
come convinced that Communism wos the onlV
possible instrument ForChino to cut cleanlv through
to social justice and economic advance.

Moo struggled For thirtv Veors to establish 0 Com-
munist state with almost another thirtv Veors of
power to build Socialism in Chino.

His desire to seek power and to hold it, destroved
his own Familv: several of his children were lost in
upheavals, his First wiFe met a violent death, his
second wiFe died insane, while his third wiFe, two
daughters ond nephew were disgraced immedi-
otelV oFter his own death, becouse of their politicol
activities on his behalF.

The wonder of it is that Moo survived Forso long.
His position was often tenuous, ond we will not
know For several Veors what the Chinese them-
selves reallv think of Moo.

Moo's trogedV was that he could not in the end
bring about all the reForms which he wonted For

Chino, he underestimated the resistance to them.
This book presents the storv of how he come to
Formthose ideals, how he Fought Forthem - against
enemv ond Friend- ond how in the end he Foiled.

J.e. Boshoff

De Villiers, Dirk en Johanna: PW, Tafelberg 1984,
pp.375.

Die verskvning von die eerste omvattende biograFie
oor die lewenswondel von die eerste staatspresi-
dent von Suid-AFrika onder die nuwe grondwetlike
bedeling kon nie meer gelee gewees het nie. Ter-
WVIdie Republiek von Suid-AFrikanou op die drum-
pel von 'n nuwe staatkundige bedeling staan en
terselFdertvd sterk no vore tree as 'n dinamiese
Foktor in interstaotlike betrekkinge in Suider-AFrika,
is dit begrvplik dot dit allerwee 'n nuwe belongstel-
ling in die leidende staatsmanne gaande sol mook.
En die sentrole Figuur in 01 die gebeure is uiteraord
Pieter Willem Sotho.

Soos tereg op die stoFomslog oangedui word, het
die skrvwerspan Dirk en Johanna de Villiers WVd
gesoek en diep gedelF in hul jorelange navorsing
vir die boek. Die eindresultaat is nie 'n enge en
strakke kronologisering von biogroFiese Feite nie,
moor 'n gesaghebbende werk wat spreek von veel-
heid - nie net von Feitenie, moor ook von insigte en
perspektiewe.

Vonuit 'n militere oogpunt beskou, is dit veral die
Sde deel (DIEYSTERVUIS)wat in 1966 'n aanvang
neem, wat von belong is. Nie olleen word die
ampstermvn von mnr P.W. Sotho as Minister von
Verdediging (en later Eerste Minister) in Fokusge-
bring nie, moor dit word ook aangebied teen 'n
wVe ogtergrondskildering von gebeure. Hierdie be-
sondere kroniek het begin toe WVledr Hendrik Ver-
woerd in April 1966 besluit het om mnr Sotho os
Minister von Verdediging aan te stel.

Mnr Sotho se skertsende ontwoord (''Moor Dokter,
watter sonde het ek begoon dot jv mv so moet
stroFT) was nogal nie sonder betekenis nie. Soos
die skrlylwerstrouens aandui. het mnr Sotho "nouliks
kon beseF watter moeilike took Verwoerd in 1966
oan hom opgedro het." Dit was die begin von 'n
nuwe en gevaorlike tvdvak en Suid-AFriko, skaors
losgesnv von die Statebond, moes opnuut besin
oor sv posisie in die internasionale gemeenskop.
Dit wos nie net die begin von koloniale ontvoog-
ding in Suider-AFriko nie, moor ook von revolusio-
nere insluiping op die kontinent. En don wos door
die kwessie von wapenboikotte wat eers vrvwillig-

73

Scientia Militaria, South African Journal of Military Studies, Vol 14, Nr 4, 1984. http://scientiamilitaria.journals.ac.za




