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Abstract
Purpose: The seeds of Swietenia macrophylla are used in traditional medicine for the treatment of
diarrhoea. Thus the petroleum ether extract of Swietenia macrophylla (Meliaceae) seeds was
investigated for its anti-diarrhoeal property in Wister albino rats to substantiate folklore claim.
Methods: Petroleum ether extract of the seeds of this plant, at graded doses (25, 50 & 100mg/kg body
weight) was investigated for anti-diarrhoeal activity in term of reduction in the rate of defecation and
consistency of faeces in castor oil induced diarrhoea. To understand the mechanism of its antidiarrhoeal activity, its effect was further evaluated on intestinal transit and castor oil induced intestinal
fluid accumulation (enteropooling).
Results: At various doses (25, 50 & 100mg/kg body weight) the extract showed a remarkable antidiarrhoeal activity evidenced by the reduction in the rate of defecation and consistency of faeces.
Results are comparable to that of standard drug diphenoxylate (50mg/kg body weight). A single oral
dose of Swietenia macrophylla extract of 100mg/kg body weight produced a significant decrease in the
severity of diarrhoea. Extract produced profound decrease in intestinal transit (4.45 - 34.60%) also
significantly inhibited castor oil induced enteropooling comparable to that of intraperitoneal injection of
standard drug atropine sulphate at doses of 0.1 mg/kg body weight and 3 mg/kg body weight
respectively.
Conclusions: Experimental findings showed that petroleum ether extract of seeds of Swietenia
macrophylla possess significant anti-diarrhoeal activity and may be a potent source of anti-diarrhoeal
drug in future.
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INTRODUCTION
Diarrhoea is characterized by increased
frequency of bowel movement, wet stool and
abdominal pain 1. It is a leading cause of
malnutrition and death among children in the
developing countries of the world today 2. Many
governments and international organizations are
trying to control this disease but the rate of
incidence is still high, about 7.1 million per year
3
. Many synthetic chemicals like diphenoxylate,
loperamide and antibiotics are available for the
treatment of diarrhoea but they have some side
effects. The natural drugs are used as antidiarrhoeal drugs, which are not always free from
adverse effects 4. Therefore, the search for safe
and more effective agents has continued to be
an important area of active research. Since
ancient times, diarrhoea has been treated orally
with several medicinal plants or their extracts
based on folklore medicine.
The plant Swietenia macrophylla (Family:
Meliaceae) is a beautiful, lofty, evergreen large
tree native to tropical America, Mexico and
South America usually 30-40m in height and 34m in girth 5.The seed of Swietenia macrophylla
has been reported for its anti-inflammatory,
antimutagenecity and antitumor activity 6.
Swietenine, swietenolide 7, swietemahonin,
khayasin,
andirobin,
augustineolide,
7deacetoxy-7-oxogedunin, 6-deoxy swietenine,
proceranolide, 6-O-acetyl swietonolide, 2hydroxy swietenine have been isolated from the
seeds of this plant 8. Seed of Swietenia
macrophylla is traditionally used by the local
healers of East Midnapore, West-Bengal, India
for curing diarrhoea. The present study was
undertaken to evaluate the antidiarrhoeal
potential of petroleum ether extract of seeds of
Swietenia macrophylla in normal and castor oil
induced diarrhoeal rats.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Plant material
Seeds of Swietenia macrophylla King. (Family:
Meliaceae) were collected in the months of
December and January, from the villages of
Midnapore (E), West Bengal, India. The plant
was authenticated by the Botanical Survey of
India. A voucher specimen number entitled

CNH/1-1(64) was deposited at our institute for
future reference.
Preparation of extract
The powdered seeds of Swietenia macrophylla
(600 g) were extracted with petroleum ether
using Soxhlet apparatus. The resulting extract
was evaporated in vacuum (Yield = 12.42%) and
stored in desiccators for future use. The crude
extract was dissolved 2% Tween 80 prior to the
experiment and used.
Animals
Swiss albino rats (150 – 180 g) of either sex
were selected for the experiments. Animals were
allowed to be acclimatise for a period of 2 weeks
in our laboratory environment prior to the study.
Animals were housed in polypropylene cages (4
animals per cage), maintained under standard
laboratory conditions (i.e. 12:12 hour light and
dark sequence; at an ambient temperature of
25±2ºC; 35-60% humidity); the animals were fed
with standard rat pellet diet (Hindustan Liver Ltd.
Mumbai) and water ad libitum. The principles of
Laboratory Animal Care (NIH, 1985) were
followed and instructions given by our
institutional animal ethical committee were
maintained throughout the experiment.
Chemicals and Reagents
Atropine sulphate and diphenoxylate (standard
reference antidiarrhoeal drugs), castor oil
(laxative agent), normal saline solution (0.9%
NaCl), charcoal meal (10% activated charcoal in
5% gum acacia) and vehicle (2%v/v Tween 80 in
distilled water) were used. Atropine sulphate was
procured from Samarth Pharma. Pvt. Ltd.,
Mumbai, India and diphenoxylate was purchased
from Maiden Pharma. Pvt. Ltd., Delhi, India.
Castor oil-induced diarrhoea
Rats were fasted for 18 h and divided into five
groups of six animals per group. Castor oil at a
dose of 1 ml/animal orally, was given to all
groups of animals for the induction of diarrhoea
9
. Thirty minutes after castor oil administration,
the first group (control group) received vehicle
(0.5% v/v Tween 80 in distilled water), while the
second, third and fourth groups were given
petroleum ether extract at doses of 25, 50 and
100 mg/kg body weight respectively by oral
route. The fifth group received the reference
drug, diphenoxylate (50 mg/kg body weight) 10.
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Animals of all groups were placed separately in
individual cages lined with filter paper. The filter
papers were changed every hour and the
severity of diarrhoea was assessed hourly for six
hours. The total number of faeces excreted and
the total weight of faeces were recorded within a
period of six hour and compared with the control
group. The total number of diarrhoeal faeces of
the control group was considered 100%. The
results were expressed as percentage of
inhibition of diarrhoea 11.
Gastrointestinal motility test
This experiment was done by using charcoal
meal as a diet marker 12. The rats were divided
into five groups of six animals each and fasted
for eighteen hours before the experiment. The
first group (the control group) was orally
administered the vehicle (0.5% Tween 80 in
distilled water). The second, third and fourth
groups orally received petroleum ether extract at
doses of 25, 50 and 100 mg/kg body weight
respectively. The fifth group received the
standard drug, atropine sulphate (0.1 mg/kg
body weight intraperitoneal). Thirty minutes later
each animal was given 1 ml of charcoal meal
(10% activated charcoal in 5% gum acacia)
orally. Each animal was sacrificed thirty minutes
after administration of charcoal meal. The
distance covered by the charcoal meal in the
intestine was expressed as a percentage of the
total distance traveled from the pylorus to the
caecum13.
Castor oil-induced enteropooling
Intraluminal fluid accumulation was determined
by the method of Boominathan et al. 2005. Over
night fasted rats were divided into five groups of
six animals each. Group 1 which received
normal saline (2 ml/kg intraperitoneal) served as
the control group. Group 2 received atropine (3
mg/kg intraperitoneal) and groups 3, 4 and 5
received extract of 25, 50 and 100mg/kg
intraperitonealy, respectively, one hour before
the oral administration of castor oil (1 ml). Two
hours later, the rats were sacrificed; the small
intestine was removed after tying the ends with
threads and weighed. The intestinal content was
collected by milking into a graduated cylinder
and their volume was measured. The intestine
was reweighed and the difference between the
full and empty was calculated.

Statistical analysis
Data were analyzed by one-way ANOVA
followed by Dunnett’s t-test using computerized
GraphPad InStat version 3.05 (Graph Pad
software, U.S.A.).
RESULTS
The petroleum ether extract was found to be
effective against castor oil induced diarrhoea on
experimental rats at various doses of 25, 50 &
100 mg/kg body weight has been shown in Table
1. A single oral dose of Swietenia macrophylla
extract of 100 mg/kg body weight produced a
significant decrease in the severity of diarrhoea
in terms of reduction in the rate of defecation
and consistency of faeces in Wistar albino rats.
The percentage inhibition for the number of wet
faeces as well as wet mass indicates the
presence of antidiarrhoeal activity in extract as
compared with that of control group.
Experimental results reflect the activity is more
pronounced at the dose of 100mg/kg body
weight. The percentage of inhibition of number of
wet faeces as well as wet mass found 67.23%
and 69.46% respectively at the dose of 100
mg/kg body weight very much comparable to
that of standard drug diphenoxylate (50mg/kg
body weight). The petroleum ether extract
produced profound decrease in intestinal transit
of 4.45-34.60% at the dose range of 25-100
mg/kg body weight and significantly inhibited
castor oil induced enteropooling in terms of
volume and weight of intestinal content
comparable to that of intraperitoneal injection of
standard drug atropine sulphate at doses of 0.1
mg/kg body weight and 3mg/kg body weight
respectively as indicated in Tables 2 and 3.
DISCUSSION
Diarrhoea results from an imbalance between
the absorptive and secretory mechanisms in the
intestinal tract accompanied by hurry resulting in
an excess loss of fluid in the faeces. In some
diarrhoea
the
secretory
component
predominates
while
other
diarrhoea
is
characterized by hypermotility 14. Castor oil
causes diarrhoea due to its active metabolite,
ricinoleic acid 15, 16, which stimulates peristaltic
activity in the small intestine, leading to changes
in the electrolyte permeability of the intestinal
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Table 1:

Effect of the petroleum ether extract of S. macrophylla seeds at different dose
levels on castor oil- v induced diarrhoea.

Group

Total number
of faeces (g)

Total number of
diarrhoeal faeces

Inhibition
(%)

Total weight
of faeces (g)

Inhibition
(%)

Castor oil (1ml) +
vehicle (0.5% Tween
80)

24.2 ± 1.49

18.0 ± 0.71

0.00

9.76 ± 0.34

0.00

Diphenoxylate (50
mg/kg)
+ castor oil (1ml)

7.8 ± 0.37 ***

5.2 ± 1.30 ***

71.12

1.76 ± 0.57***

81.97

Petroleum ether
extract (25 mg/kg) +
castor oil (1 ml)

23.8 ± 1.59

17.8 ± 0.84

1.20

6.98 ± 1.87

28.48

Petroleum ether
extract (50 mg/kg) +
castor oil (1 ml)

18.68 ±0.87 *

6.3 ± 0.84 ***

65.00

4.76 ± 1.47*

51.23

Petroleum ether
extract (100 mg/kg) +
castor oil (1 ml)

18.0 ± 0.71 **

5.9 ± 1.30 ***

67.23

2.98 ± 0.58**

69.46

Values are expressed as mean + S.E.M. (n=6). *p < 0.05, **p <0.01, ***p <0.001when compared with vehicle-control.

Table 2: Effect of the petroleum ether extract of S. macrophylla seeds at different dose
levels on charcoal-induced gut transit changes.
Distance traveled
by charcoal meal
(%)

Group

Inhibition (%)

Vehicle (0.5% Tween 80) (control)

73.23 ± 8.75

0.00%

Atropine sulphate (0.1 mg/kg)

41.24 ± 5.32*

43.68%

Petroleum ether extract (25 mg/kg)

69.97 ± 7.89

4.45%

Petroleum ether extract (50 mg/kg)

63.78 ± 6.86

12.90%

Petroleum ether extract (100 mg/kg)

47.89 ± 5.53

34.60%

Values are expressed as mean + S.E.M. (n=6). *p< 0.05 when compared with vehicle-control.

mucosa. Its action also stimulates the release of
endogenous prostaglandin 17. Castor oil reported
to induce diarrhoea by increasing the volume of
intestinal contents by preventing the re-

absorption of water. The liberation of ricinoleic
acid results in irritation and inflammation of
intestinal mucosa leading to release of
prostaglandin 18. In this study, the petroleum
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Table 3: Effect of the petroleum ether extract of S. macrophylla seeds at different dose
levels on castor oil enteropooling.
Group

Volume of intestinal
content (ml)

Weight of intestinal
content (g)

4.23 ± 0.16

4.67 ± 0.58

1.54 ± 0.45 **

2.69 ± 0.57*

Petroleum ether extract (25mg/kg) +
castor oil (1ml)

3.97 ± 0.24

3.97 ± 0.45

Petroleum ether extract (50mg/kg) +
castor oil (1ml)

1.55 ± 0.67 **

2.37 ± 0.28*

Petroleum ether extract (100mg/kg) +
castor oil (1ml)

1.62 ± 0.73**

2.43 ± 0.42*

Normal saline + castor oil (1ml)
Atropine sulphate + castor oil (1ml)

Values are expressed as mean + S.E.M. (n=6). *p < 0.05, **p <0.01, when compared with control.

ether extract of Swietenia macrophylla seeds
exhibited a significant dose-dependant antidiarrhoeal activity. The results were comparable
to that of the standard drug diphenoxylate (50
mg/kg) with regard to the severity of diarrhoea.
Petroleum ether extract also significantly
reduced intestinal transit as observed by the
decrease in transit motility of charcoal meal. This
may be due to the fact that the extract may
increase the reabsorption of water by decreasing
intestinal motility as observed in the decrease of
intestinal transit by charcoal meal. The extract
also led to a marked reduction in the weight and
the volume of the intestinal contents on castor
oil-induced enteropooling.
Above observations suggest that the extract in
graded doses reduce diarrhoea by inhibiting
peristalsis, gastrointestinal motility and castor oil
induced enteropooling. It is equally effective in
prevention
and
curing
of
diarrhoea.
Phytochemical screening revealed the presence
of steroids (Libermann-Burchard test and
Salkowski test both showed positive results) and
triterpenes (Libermann-Burchard test and Noller
test both showed positive results) in petroleum
ether extract. Steroids are useful for the

treatment of diarrhoea and also may enhance
intestinal absorption of Na + and water 19, 20.
Hence, steroid may be responsible for the antidiarrhoeal activity.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the results of this investigation
revealed that petroleum ether extract contains
pharmacologically active substance(s) with antidiarrhoeal properties. This provides the rationale
for the use of the seed extract of Swietenia
macrophylla as an anti-diarrhoeal drug by
traditional healers. Further research is to be
carried out to fractionate and purify the extract,
in order to find out the molecule responsible for
the anti-diarrhoeal activity observed.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Authors are thankful to All India Council for
Technical Education, New Delhi for their
financial support.
REFERENCES
1. Ezekwesili CN, Obiora KA,Ugwu OP. Evaluation of AntiDiarrhoeal Property of Crude Aqueous Extract of

715

Trop J Pharm Res, June 2007; 6 (2)

Subhash et al
Ocimum gratissimum L. (Labiatae) In Rats.
Biokemistr 2004; 16(2) : 122-131.
2. Victoria CG, Bryce J, Fontaine O, Monasch, R. Reducing
deaths
from
diarrhoea
through
oral
rehydrationtherapy. Bulletin of World Health
Organization 2000; 78: 1246 –1255.
3. Park K. Park’s Textbook of preventive and social
medicine. Jabalpur, India, M/S Banarsidas Bharat
Publishes, 2000, pp. 172-175.
4. Hardman JG, Limberd LE. The Pharmacological basis of
therapeutics. In: Goodman and Gilman’s (Eds),
10th edition, MacGraw Hill, New York, 1992, pp.
914- 931.
5. Rastogi RP, Mehrotra BN. Compendium of Indian
Medicinal Plants. Vol-I. New-Delhi, India, PID,
1990, pp. 397.
6. Guevera AP, Apilado A, Sakarai H, Kozuka M, Tokunda
H.Anti-inflammatory,
antimutagenecity
and
antitumor activity of mahagony seeds Swietenia
macrophylla (Meliaceae). Phill J of Sc 1996;
125(4): 271-278.
7. Guha Sircar SSG, Chakraborty T. Tetranortriterpenoid
from Swietenia macrophylla. J Ind Chem Soc
1951; 28: 207.
8. Mootoo BS, Allisha A, Motilal R, Pingal R, Ramlal A, Khan
A, Reynolds WF, McLean S. Limonoids from
Swietenia macrophylla and S. aubrevilleana. J Nat
Prod 1999; 62(11): 1514-1517.
9. Doherty SS. Inhibition of arachinodic acid release,
mechanism by which glucocorticoids inhibit
endotoxin-induced diarrhoea. British J.Pharmacol
1981; 73: 549-554.
10. Amresh, Reddy GD, Rao CV, Shirwaikar A.
Ethnomedical value of Cissampelos pareira extract
in experimentally induced diarrhea. Acta Pharm
2004; 54: 27–35.
11. Zaval MA, Pera ZS, Perez P, Vargan R, Perz RM.
Antidiarrhoeal activity of Waltheria anorlana,
Commelina coelestis and Alternanthera repens. J.
Ethnopharmacol 1988; 61: 41- 47.

12. Boominathan R, Devi BP, Dewanjee S, Mandal SC.
Studies on antidiarrhoeal activity of Ionodium
suffruticosam ging. (violaceae) extract in rats.
Recent
Progress
in
Medicinal
Plants
(Phytotherapeutics) 2005; 10: 375-380.
13. Mandal SC, Mukharjee PK, Saha K, Pal M, Saha BP.
Antidiarrhoeal evaluation of Ficus racemosa Linn.
leaf extract. J. Natural product Sciences 1997;
3(2): 100-103.
14. Chitme HR, Chandra R, Kaushik S. Studies on
antidiarrheal activity on calotropis gigantean R.BR.
in experimental animals. J Pharm Pharmaceut Sci
2004; 7(1): 70-75.
15. Ammon PJ, Thomas, Philips S. Effects of oleic and
recinoleic acids net jejunal water and electrolyte
movement. J. Clin. Invest 1974; 53: 374- 379.
16. Watson WC, Gordon R. Studies on the digestion
absorption and metabolism of castor oil. Biochem.
Pharmacol 1962; 11: 229-236.
17. Galvez J, Zarzuelo A, Crespo ME, Lorente MD, Ocete
MA, Jimenez J.Antidiarrhoeic activity of Euphorbia
hirta extract and isolation of an active flavonoid
constituent. Planta Medica 1993; 59: 333- 336.
18. Pierce NF, Carpentor CCJ, Ellior H, Greenough WB.
Effect of prostaglandin, theophyllin and cholera
exotoxin upon transmucosal water and electrolyte
movement in canine jejunum. Gastroenterology
1971; 60: 22-32.
19. Longanga Otshudi A, Vercruysse A, Foriers A.
Contribution to the ethnobotanical, phytochemical
and pharmacological studies of traditionally used
medicinal plant in the treatment of dysentery and
diarrhoea in Lomela area, Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC). J Ethnopharmacol 2000; 71(3): 411423.
20. Goodman SL, Gilman A. The Pharmacological Basis of
th
Therapeutics. 9 edition, Health Professional
Division, McGrow-Hill Publishers, 1996, pp 927.

716

Trop J Pharm Res, June 2007; 6 (2)

