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Ụmiedemede 

 N’oge ugbu a, q bụ  ihe h[ara nnukwu ahụ [ ch[kwa na i 
wulite obodo, n’ihi akparamaagwa ọjọ  d[ iche iche nke nd[ nọ 
n’isi ọch[ch[ nke e nwegh[  ezi  ọzụzụ  na ezi  ntọala 
n’ezinaụlọ  na-ebute. Agbụrụ qbxla nwere usoro d[ mma ha si 
azụlite ụmụaka iji mee ka ha baa uru n’obodo. A chọpụtara na 
agbụrụ  d[ iche iche n’ala any[ hapụrụ  usoro nd[ a n’ihi  
mmepe wee na-agbaso usoro nd[ ọcha.  N’omenaala Igbo, nd[ 
Igbo kwenyere na nwata ọbụla a zụrụ nke ọma n’ezi  usoro  e 
si azụlite ụmụaka ga- abụ  nwa ga-aba uru n’ezinaụlọ  na 
n’obodo  n’ọdiniihu.  Ọ bụ nke a mere na nd[ Igbo nwere 
usoro pụrụ  iche ha na-agbaso n’izụlite ụmụaka.  Nchọcha a 
na-arụtụ  aka na ọ  bụrụ  na ala any[  ga-abụ  nke e wulitere 
usoro ọch[ch[  na ọnọdụ  ya, ọ ga-agbaso usoro odinaala nd[ 
gboo si azụlite ụmụaka  iji hụ na onye ọbụla na-abanye 
n’ọch[ch[ ga-abụ onye e nyere ezi ọzụzụ site na ntọala 
ezinaụlọ agbụrụ  o si na ya pụtanke ga-enye aka ime ka q bxrx 
ezi onye ndu wee si otu a wee weta mmepe na qganiihu 
n’obodo. 
 
Abstract 
In the world today, it is very difficult to govern and develop a 
country, because of the selfish attitudes of most people in 
government which may be atributed to lack of proper 
upbringing. Every tribe of the world has well planned ways in 
which they train and bring up their young ones so that they 
will be useful in their homes and society in future. Surfice it to 
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say therefore that the Igbo people have well structured and 
special ways in which they bring up their young ones. The 
realities of contemporary living have openned vistas for 
members of the society to neglect the old ways in which they 
brought up their children which empowered them morally to 
become good citizens. This research is propagating for a 
return to cultural and traditional education as a panacea for 
good leadership and sustainable national development. 
 
Okwu Mmalite:  

 Ọtụtụ agbụrụ n’ụwa maara mkpa ọ d[ bx [zupxta 
xmxaka ga-anqchi ha n’akxkx niile nke ndx mmadx. Q bx ya 
mere na agbxrx d[ iche iche ma nd[ isi ojii ma nd[ isi qcha ji 
nwee xzq d[ iche iche ha si azxlite xmx ha. 
 Ya mere Fafunwa (1974:1) jiri s[  
            Agbxru qbxla n’agbanyegh[ etu nd[ ahx ha, 

nwere usoro ha si azxlite nd[ ntorob[a ha. 
Ihe gbasra qzxzx iji nwee ezi ndx bur[[ otu 
n’ime ihe na-echu mmadx xra bido mgbe 
mmadx malitere. Ma na-agbanyegh[ nke a, 
ebumnobi maka qzxzx na mpxtaihe ya 
d[kwa iche site n’otu ebe rue ebe qzo 

 Tutu qb[b[a nd[ xka n’Afr[ka, nd[ isi ojii qkachas[ nd[ 
Igbo nwerer[[ atxmatx d[ iche iche ha si azxlite xmx ha iji mee 
ka ha baa uru n’ezinaxlq, n’ogbe nakwa n’obodo. Nd[ Igbo 
kwenyere n’okwu a bq “A na ama mma site n’xlq wee pxwa 
ezi” Nkwenye nd[ Igbo a metxtara nkwenye nd[ xka d[ 
n’akwxkwq nsq nke s[r[ “Zulite nwata d[ ka xzq ya si d[ o 
bxna mgbe o mere okenye, q gagh[ esi n’ime ya wezuga onwe 
ya” (Ilu 22:6).  
Nwata qbxla a zxlitere nke qma, nke a kpachapxrx anya wee 
zxq n’xzq agbxrx si azxlite nwa na-akpachapx anya n’xzq o si 
ebi ndx. Akparamaagwa ya na-ad[ iche n’ebe xmxaka nd[ qzq 
a na-akpachapxgh[ anya wee zxq d[. Q bx akparamaagwa a ka 
q na-eji wee topxta mmadx, nke na-agbazikwa omume ya 
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mgbe ya na nd[ mmadx na-emekqr[ta ihe. Q bxrx na udi 
mmadx a abanye n’qch[ch[ qbxla- nke xmxnna, nke ogbe nke 
obodo dgz, q na-abx onye na-eme nke qma n’ihi na q ga-eji 
ezi qzxzx e nyere ya wee ch[a nd[ e tinyere ya n’aka ma 
mekwaa ka e nwee ezi otuto na agamniihu n’ebe q na-ach[.  
Nka a ka Ocho (1998) na-ekwu mgbe q s[r[ 

Na uru  mmadx qbxla nwere ike [ba 
bx nke gbadoro xkwx n’udi qzxzx e 
nyere  ya nakwa etu onye ahx siri 
mxtadebe usoro obibi ndx, nkwenye 
na omenaala ha, nke na-ezipxtakwa 
agwa agbxrx ahx nabatara maka ezi 
mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya nke ga-
eme ka onye ahx baa uru n’ezinaxlq 
na n’obodo 

N’ [kwadokwa ihe Ocho kwuru, Anagbogu (2005) 
kwuru s[kwa 
              Nne na nna ga-ahx na n’oge niile na ha 

ga na-azxlite xmx ha nakwa nd[ niile ha 
na  ha bi n’ezinaxlq ha d[ iche iche, 
n’ihi na nwata qbxla a zxrx nke qma 
site n’ezinaxlq na-ejidesi ezi qzxzx ahx 
nke nne na nna ya nyere ya ike, ebe ha 
na-ebu n’obi na a kxziiri ha na 
nnrubeisi na-eweta ngqzi, ebe nnupuisi 
na-eweta nntaramaahxhx na iru uju. 

 Izxlite mmadx nke qma bx izxlite onye ahx n’akxkx 
niile nke ndx nke gxnyere- mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe 
ya(Social life), [chx nta akxnaxba(Economic life), 
qch[ch[(Polical life) na ekpemekpe(Religious life). 
N’omemaala Igbo nwata qbxla e nyere ezi qzuzx n’akxkx anq 
nd[ a ga-enwe ike [mxta:-ihe gbasra ezi usoro mmadx na ibe 
ya ga-esi na-enwe mmekqr[ta n’xzq obibi ndx d[ iche iche; ezi 
usoro e si achx nta akxnaxba nke bx [chx ya n’xzq kwx qtq na 
n’xzq ziri ezi; ezi usoro e si ach[kwa mmadx nakwa ezi usoro 
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ofufe na nsqpxrx  nye ihe kere mmadx. Q bx nke ikpeazx a na 
enye aka n’[gbazi obibi ndx onye Igbo qbxla makana nd[ Igbo 
kwenyere na ihe qbxla mmadx mere n’xwa a na q ga-anata 
xgwq qrx ya, nke ha kwenyekwara na q bx ihe ahx kere 
mmadx na-akwx ya. Ha na-ebu nka a n’obi wee na-ebi ndx ha 
n’akxkx atq nd[ qzq. 
Q bx ezie na n’xbqch[ taa akwa ad[kwagh[ n’ebe ehibere ya, 
ma ihe odee na-achq [kqwa bx na q bxrx na ala any[ ga-
agbanwe d[kwa mma qzq, na ha ga-alaghachi n’ezi usoro qma 
nd[ ahx d[ iche iche agbxrx d[ iche iche si azxlite xmx ha 
n’oge gboo iji mee ka xmxaka were ezi agwa wee too nke ga-
enyere ha aka n’obibi ndx ha n’qd[niihu.  
 

Usoro D[ Iche Iche E Si Azxlite Xmxaka N’oge Gboo N’ala  
Igbo 
 Tutu ob[b[a nd[ qcha, nd[ Igbo nwere usoro d[ iche 
iche ha si azxlite xmxaka n’akxkx niile nke ndx iji mee ka ha 
baa iru n’qd[niihu. Usoro nd[ a bx nd[ gbanyere xkwx n’xzq 
ngalaba anq nd[ a nke a na-azxlite nwata qbxla n’ala Igbo 
n’oge gboo. Q bx ya mere na nd[ Igbo na-ebido n’oge nwa d[ 
na nwata wee zxq nwa ahx n’usoro nd[ a nke ga-eme na nwata 
ahx mgbe o tolitere q bxrx onye akxkx anq nd[ a doro anya 
nke mere na o nwegh[ nwata na-agagh[ aba uru wee nye 
ezinaxlq, ogbe na obodo. Akxkx anq nd[ ahx gxnyere:  
 

Usoro Nzxlite n’Akxkx Mmekqr[ta Mmadx na Ibe Ya:  
 Nke a bx otu akxkx pxrx iche nd[ Igbo na-agba mbq 
[zxlite xmx ha iji mee ka ha mxta ezi usoro mmekqr[ta mmadx 
na ibe ya. N’usoro qzxzx a, e nwere akxkx d[ iche iche n’ime 
ya nke a na-azxlite xmxaka na ha. Xmxnwoke nwere nke ha, 
xmxnwaany[ nwekwara nke ha. N’ebe a ka nne na nna na-
agba mbq ihx na ha kxnyere n’ime xmx ha [hxnaanya, ezi 
agwa, nnabata, nnagide, mmgbaghara dgz, nke ha ga-eji na-
enwe ezi mmekqr[ta n’etiti ha na mmadx ibe ha. A na-akxziri 
ha ihe nd[ a n’xzq d[ iche iche d[ ka- a na-akxziri ha ikele nd[ 
okenye na nd[ niile tqrq ha ya na inye ha nsqpxrx; a na-akxziri 
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ha ezi omume nye mmadx ibe ha site n’akxkq ifo d[ iche iche 
nke a na-emekar[ mgbe e richara nri abal[ ma q bx mgbe ha 
na-egwu egwu qnwa; a na-akxzikwara ha [gba mgba, [tx xgba, 
[gba egwu, site n’xzq d[ otu a ka ha si amxta etu ha na nd[ qzq 
ga-esi na-emekqr[ta. A na-akxziri ha ihe niile gbasra ezi 
omume site n’xzq nd[ a.  
 N’[kqwa ihe gbasra ezi omume, Schofield (1980) s[r[ 
na q bx “Usoro ezi akparamaagwa a hqpxtara nke agbxrx 
qbxla na-eji esikwx omume mmadx qbxla a mxrx n’agbxrx 
ahx” N’ebe Schofield nq, obodo qbxla nwere usoro iwu d[ 
iche iche gbasara akparamaagwa mmadx nke ha na-esite na ya 
agbazi agwa mmadx niile iji mee ka agwa onye qbxla na-akpa 
bxrx nke qhanaeze nabatara na mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya. 
N’abal[ xmxnwoke na xmxnwany[ na-anqkq n’oge egwu 
qnwa na-egwuri egwu n’enwegh[ onye bu ihe qjqq qbxla 
n’obi. N’ihi udidi qzxzx e nyere ha, ha ad[gh[ echeta 
n’echiche ihe gbasara mmekq edina n’ihi na onye qbula mere 
nke a maara na ntaramahxhx d[ na-echere ya makana xmxaka 
ibe ya ga-ekper[r[ ya n’aka nne na nna ya. Qbx nke a mere 
Emenajq na Qgbalx (1982:17) jiri s[  

             Xjq nwata na-atx na nne na nna ya 
tinyere ikwunaibe, nd[ enyi na nd[ 
nd[agbataobi kpqrq  ya as[ n’ihi 
akparamaagwa qjqq o nwere 
ezuela iji mee ka nwata ahx ghara 
icheta echiche ime ihe qjqq qbxla 
nke ga-ewetara ya akpqmas[ nd[ 
mmadx. 

               Q bx nke a mere na nwata qbxla maara ihe a zxrx nke 
qma na-akpachapx anya n’udi ndx o na-ebi ya na omume o 
na-emeso nd[ qzq iji hx na qhanaeze hxrx ya n’anya. Site 
n’xzq d[ otu a, obodo ga-abx ihe ga na-aga n’ihu na mmepe 
nakwa n’otuto  
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Usoro Nzxlite  n’Akxkx {chx Nta Akxnaxba: 
 Odedefe (1996:83) kqwara akxnaxba d[ ka “ngwaah[a 
d[ iche iche a na-arxpxta, nke gxnyere mmanx nri, rqba, 
ahxekere tinyekwara mmanx xgbqala na xgbqele” N’out aka 
ahx kwa, Chira (1995) s[kwa na “Akxnaxba bx ihe d[ iche 
iche a na-emepxta iji nyere ndx aka bx nke gxnyere: qrx ugbo, 
qrx nka d[ iche iche, nakwa azxmah[a” Agbxrx qbxla nwere 
xzq q ga na-agbaso wee na-arxpxta ngwa ah[a, ihe oriri na ihe 
inyere ndx aka d[ iche iche. Q bxkwa qrx d[[r[ agbxrx qbxla 
[chqpxta xzq a ga na-agbaso wee na-ekesa akxnaxba. A b[a 
n’akxkx usoro nzulite a, nd[ Igbo bx nd[ nwere nnukwu 
mmas[ n’[zxlite xmxaka n’xzq ha ga-esi nwee akaqrx iji mee 
ka xkwx sie ha ike n’ala mgbe ha tolitere. Q bx nke amere na 
Ekwealor (1981) ji s[ na nd[ Igbo nwere qtxtx xzq d[ iche iche 
ha si achx nta akxnaxba nke gxnyere [kx azx, [gba nta, agha 
ngo’ [kpa akwa, na qrx nka d[ iche iche.   N’usoro qzxzx a, 
nne na nna qbxla na-agbasi mbq ike [hx na nwa ha aghqgh[ ha 
ah[a. Nd[ Igbo nwere xzq d[ iche ha si ahx na ha zxrx xmx ha 
q bxgh[ naan[ n’[kpata akxnaxba kama [hxkwa na ha kpatara 
ya n’xzq ziri ezi nke bxkwa xzq qhanaeze nabatara.  
 E nwere akaqrx d[ iche nd[ Igbo nwere nke ha na-
azxlite xmx ha na ya iji wee baara ezinaxlq, ogbe nakwa 
obodo uru. Akaqrx nd[ a gxnyere-: Qrxaka d[ iche iche d[ ka-
[kpx xzx, [kx azx, ite nkwx, [kwa nka, [kpa akwa, [kpa ute na 
akxpe, [tx xgbq, [kpa isi,[kpa ute, isiji akwa, [kpa nkata na 
akxpe, [rx xlq tinyere qtxtx qrxaka nd[ qzq d[ iche iche; Orx 
ugbo d[ iche iche d[ ka-[chx nta, [kpa anx xlq d[ iche iche, [kq 
ugbo d[ ka ji, akpx, qka, ede na xmx akxkx ubi d[ iche iche, 
[kq mkpxrx osisi d[ iche iche, ite nkwx, tinyekwara [zx na ire 
ihe d[ iche iche. Nwata qbxla a zxlitere n’otu maqbx kar[a 
n’ihe nd[ a na-enwe ezi aka qrx nke ga-enyere ya aka ibi ezi 
ndx n’qd[niihu ma bxrxkwa onye ga-aba uru n’obodo ya. 
Udidi mmadx a banye n’udi qch[ch[ qbxla, a gagh[ atx uche 
ma q ga-ach[kwa nke qma n’ihi na q gagh[ abx onye 



Gladys Ifeoma Udechukwu: Iwulite Obodo Site N’ezi Ozuzu Umuaka na Ndi Ntorobia. 

191 

 

fqnfqjuakpa makana o nwere akaqrx ebe o si enweta ihe q na-
eri, q gagh[ enwe efe ile akxnaxba obodo anya.  
 

Usoro Nzxlite n’Akxkx Qch[ch[ 
 Mmadx bx anx na-achq mmekqr[ta ibe ya. Qbxrx na a 
hapx mmadx ka q na-akpa agwa etu o si mas[ ya, a mara na 
mmadx ga na-eme mpx. Q bx ya mere na qhanaeze txpxtara 
xzq d[ iche iche a ga-esi na-ach[kwa akparamaagwa mmadx 
ka ha wee chedo onwe ha n’udi agwa ha na-akpa nakwa ka ha 
wee chedo onwe ha pxq n’aka nd[ iro. Q bx site n’xzq d[ otu a 
ka qch[ch[ si wee malite n’etiti qhanaeze rue taa. Agbxrx 
qbxla n’elu xwa nwere usoro qch[ch[ nke ha. Q bx ya ka 
Radcliff Brown jiri s[ na ebe qbxla e nwere usoro iwu  na-
ach[kwa mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya na usoro qch[ch[ d[ ebe 
ahx. Qzq kwa o kwuru na ebe qbxla e nwere ahxhx a na-ata 
nd[ mebiri iwu, na e nwere usoro qch[ch[ ebe ahx. Q bx Prof. 
A.E. Afigbo site na nchqcha o mere kwuru na e nwere usoro 
qch[ch[ abxq n’ala Igbo. Ha bx (i) Qch[ch[ eze chi ya chibere 
na (ii) Qch[ch[ onye kwue uche ya (Afigbo, 1981). Q kqwara 
na qtxtx obodo n’ala Igbo enwegh[ igwe maqbx eze ma ha 
nwere usoro woro anya e ji hazie qch[ch[ obodo n’xzq qnx ga 
na-eru onye qbxla n’okwu.  
 N’[kwado ihe Afigbo kwuru, Ekwealor (1981) 
kwukwara na mbx, q d[gh[ mgbe qch[ch[ na-ad[ n’aka out 
onye n’ala Igbo, qbxlad[ n’ebe e nwere eze nd[ chi ha chibere 
d[ ka n’Qnicha, Oguta, Nri, Arqchukwu na obodo d[ iche iche 
n’ala Igbo.  
Qch[ch[ eze chi ya chibere ad[gh[ qtxtx n’ala Igbo. Qbx udi 
qch[ch[ nke q bx eze nwe obodo bx ekwuchaaqgwx. Udidi 
qch[ch[ a bx n’Ugwuta, Qnicha na ala Igbo niile nd[ qzq d[ 
n’ofesi qd[da anyanwx Naija ka e nwere ya. Ihe yitere udidi 
qch[ch[ a bx nke e nwere n’ala Yoruba na Hausa. Otu ihe 
pxtara ihe n’udi qch[ch[ a bx na q bx qch[ch[ nwa nwa tota o 
tokwuru, nke pxtara na eze ch[cha q hafenye qch[ch[ n’aka 
nwa ya q chibakwa ganye na e nwegh[z[ nwoke toputara 
n’agbxrx ahx a ga-ahafenye qch[ch[ n’aka. 
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 Qch[ch[ onye kwue uche ya bx usoro qch[ch[ d[ 
qkpxtqrqqkpx n’ala Igbo. Q bx usoro qch[ch[ zuru ala Igbo 
qnx n’ihi na q bx qch[ch[ qnx na-eru mmadx n’okwu. Q bx 
usoro qch[ch[ nke a haziri nke qma nke e sikwa n’xzq d[ iche 
iche ezipxta ya n’ala Igbo. Xzq nd[ a gxnyere qch[ch[ nke 
ezinaxlq, qch[ch[ nke xmxnna, qch[ch[ nke ogbe na qch[ch[ 
nke obodo. Xzq nd[ qzq bxkwa qch[ch[ otu qgbq, qch[ch[ 
xmxqkpx/xmxada, qch[ch[ inyomdi, qch[ch[ otu mmqnwx,na 
qch[ch[ nd[ chiri echichi.  
 N’udi nke qbxla n’ime xzq qch[ch[ nd[ a, qnx na-eru 
onye qbxla nq n’otu ahx n’okwu, q bxkwa na naan[ na nke 
onye ahx nq na ya ka qnx na-eru ya n’okwu na ya. Q bx site 
n’usoro qch[ch[ d[ otu a nke nd[ Igbo hiwere ka ha na-esite na 
ya were azx xmxaka na nd[ ntorob[a ha maka ihe gbasara 
qch[ch[ n’qd[niihu. Nwata qbxla a zxrx n’usoro qch[ch[ a na- 
enwe ezi qzxzx gbasara usoro qch[ch[ nke mere na mgbe o 
toputara mmadx q ga-enwe ike [ch[kwa nd[ e tinyere ya n’aka 
nke qma, ma q bx nwoke ma q bx nwaany[. Q bxrx na usoro 
qch[ch[ a ka na-aga n’ihu n’xzq kwes[r[ n’oge a, q bx ihe 
kwere nghqta na usoro qch[ch[ nke ala any[ ga-abx ihe n]omi 
wee nye nd[ mba qzq d[ iche iche n’xwa.   
 

Usoro Nzxlite n’Akxku Ekpemekpe.  
 Ekpemekpe bx otu xzq ndx nd[ Igbo, q bx ya mere na 
ha na-akpx ekpemekpe n’qnx oge niile na ndx ha. Tutu 
ekpemekpe alahkxba na nke nd[ xka ab[a, q bx ekpemekpe 
qd[naala ka nd[ Igbo n’ala Igbo d[ ka otu ekpemekpe. Basden 
(1982:215) kqwara nd[ Igbo d[ ka nd[ kwenyesiri ike na 
Chineke bx onye ha were d[ ka Chi juputara n’amara na 
qmiko, Chi kacha chi niile, na Q kacha ma nd[ bx ezigbo chi 
ma nd[ bx chi qjqq. Q kqwakwara na q bx ya na-ach[ eligwe 
na xwa, na-akwx onye qbxla xgwq d[ ka qrx ya si d[.  
 

 N’ala Igbo n’oge gboo, nd[ Igbo na-agba mbq [zxlite 
xmx ha n’usoro ekpemekpe qd[naala site n’ikuziri ha ihe 
gbasara ofufe na [tx egwe ihe ahx ha na-ekpere nke ha 
kwenyere na q d[ ike kar[ mmadx. Qbx ya mere na xmxaka 
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na-esite na nwata mara iwu d[ iche iche a na-edebe na nsq d[ 
iche iche a na-asq n’ekpemekpe. Q bx iwu na nsq nd[ a ka 
nwata na-eji eto nke na-enyere ya aka [kpachapx anya n’xzq o 
si ebi ndx, maka na nd[ Igbo kwenyere na mmxq ha na-efe na-
akxgbu onye na-akwxbagh[ aka qtq n’ihe qbxla q na-eme. Site 
n’xzq d[ otu a nd[ si azxlite xmx ha, ka e si enwe ezi 
agamniihu n’ezinaxlq, n’xmxnna, n’ogbe nakwa n’obodo.  
 

Nch[kqta  
 O kwere ghqta na obodo qbxla na mba niile n’xwa 
chqrq mmepe na qganiihu n’akxkx niile nke ndx, ma q ga-edo 
anya na obodo agagh[ aga n’ihu mgbe a na-enwegh[ ezi 
nzulite n’ebe mmadx nq nke na-enye aka ime ka mmadx nwee 
ezi akparaagwa mgbe o toputara ihe e ji mmadx eme wee 
nwee ike rxq qrx d[ ka a txrx anya n’aka ya. N’ihi nke a, ala 
any[ aghagh[ [gbalisike hx na ha zulitere xmx ha n’ezi usoro 
gboo e si azxlite xmxaka n’agbxrx d[ iche iche ka ha wee 
nwee ezi agwa nke ga-enyere ha aka [bx ezi xmxafq wee si 
n’xzq d[ otu a mee ka e nwee ezi mmepe na qganiihu n’obodo. 
 
 

Gladys Ifeoma Udechukwu 
Ngalaba Amxmamx Asxsx Igbo, Afr{ka Na Esh{a 

Na Mahadum Nnamd{ Azikiwe, Awka. 
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