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Dere

Xm[edemede:

N’oge ugbu a, xfqdx nd[ Igbo anagh[z[ ewebata qj[ n’qgbakq qbxla ha
na-enwe. Xfqdx oge mgbe ha webatara ya, ha anagh[ akwanyechara
ya ugwu otu o kwes[r[.  Ndi Igbo d[ otu a bx nd[ ji makana ha ghotara
xtx Onyeqcha, were s[ na nke nne na nna ha na-elu ilu. Iji kpughee obi
nd[ di otu a n’ihe gbasara qj[, e mere ka a ghqta na qj[ na-egosi nnabata
nye qb[a n’ala Igbo, na ihe mas[r[ onyeigbo meere qb[a na-enyegh[ ya
qj[, q pxtara na q  nabatagh[ qb[a ahx. A kqwara xd[ qj[ d[ iche iche – qj[
ugo na qj[ mmemme. Q bx n’ qj[ mmemme ka e nwere qj[ Igbo na qj[
Awxsa. A kqwakwara ihe mere e ji akpq ha aha d[ga otu ahx. E mere
ka a ghqta mpxtara qj[: nnabata, udo, idinotu, ihu[d[qcha, obixtq, dgz.
N’aka nke o qzq, a hxghi ya maqbx e metegh[ ya mma n’qgbakq nd[
Igbo, na-egosi qgbaghara. E gosipxtara mmemme qj[ di iche iche d[ka
iche qj[, [gq qj[, [wa qj[ na [ta qj[. Ebe onye qbxla nwere ike [ta qj[, q
bxgh[ onye qbxla nwere ike iche, [gq maqbx [wa qj[ n’ala Igbo. A
gakwara niihu kqwapxta mpxtara ibe qj[ ga – qj[ agbaghi ibe, qj[ ibe
abxq, ibe atq, anq, ise, isii na asaa. Qj[ n’onwe ya nwekwara nsq. A
kqwapxtara nsq nd[ ahx  nakwa  ihe gbasara ukwu qj[, nchekwa qj[,
mmalite qj[ n’ala Igbo na uru qj[ bara. E wetere edemede a na ngwxcha
site n’ikwu na Chineke kere qj[ hanye ya n’aka ndiichie ka q bxrx igodo
mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya, mmadx na ndiichie nakwa mmadx na
Chukwu. Nke a na-egosina ebe qj[ batara, na xzq nd[ atq nq ebe ahx.
Ha bx mmadx, ndiichie na Chukwu nke na-egosi ndx n’uju ya.

Abstract   (English version):
In recent time, some Igbo people do not bring in kola nut to any
ceremony of theirs and even when they do, they do not handle it the
way it should be handled. To such people, it is associated with idol
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worship and as such, it should be done away with. .In order to disabuse
the minds of such people about all these important kola nut rites , this
paper tried to explain that kola nut , even though is small, it is mighty;
though it is a classless nut when distantly observed but classy when
subjected to the crucible of reason for what it represents. In the words
of Shakespeare, “Things are not what they seem”. It went further to
explain that in its smallness, kola represents so many variables. Most
importantly, it stands for hospitality, peace, unity, conviviality, joviality,
et cetera. On the other hand, its absence or mishandling in Igbo
gatherings – social or otherwise, invariably can generate confusion in
such a way that nothing can move till it is brought in. The paper also
made attempts to explain some kola rites: presentation of kola, blessing,
and breaking, sharing and chewing of kola. Here, apart from chewing
which anyone can do, not everyone has right to present, break, share
or bless kola nut among the Igbo. It went on to explain the messages
of oji when broken especially with regard to the number of cotyledons
it has. Kola itself has laws. These were explained. This paper came to
conclusion by saying that God created kola and handed it down to
ancestors as a symbol of communication between himself, the
ancestors and God. This to the Igbo signifies that wherever kola comes
in, God, ancestors and man are in communion with one another.  

Okwu Mmalite :
N’xwa a mmadx nq n’ime ya, mba qbxla nwere usoro obibi ndx

nke aka ha mere ha ji ebi otu ha si ebi. Nd[ qcha nwere usoro obibi
ndx nke ha otu ahx nd[ isiojii siri nwekwa nke ha.  A b[a na mba nd[
isiojii, agbxrx qbxla nwekwara usoro obibi ndx nke d[[r[ naan[ agbxrx
ahx. Ya mere na a b[a n’ala Na[jir[a, agbxrx qbxla – Awxsa, Efik, Igala,
Igbo, Ijo, Kanuri, Tivi, Yoruba, d[r[ gawaz[a, nwegas[r[ usoro obibi ndx
nke e jiri mara ha.

Usoro obibi ndx a metxtara otu nd[ siri mmalite, xd[ ndx ha na-
ebi, xd[ nri ha na-eri na otxtx ihe nd[ qzq e jiri mara ha. Okwu a b[akwara
daba n’ihe Qgbalx (1981:7) kwuru. N’okwu ya, “Obibi ndx mba qbxla
metxtara qtxtx ihe. O metxtara … xd[ ekike maqbx uwe ha na-eyi,

mmetute d[ n’etiti mmadx na ibe ya na otu ha si eche echiche.”
A b[a na ndx nd[ Igbo, a gagh[ agx qgx qnx. E debe ihe gbasara

ndx nd[ Igbo n’akwxkwq, o nwegh[ ebe q ga-aba niihina q kar[r[ akar[.
A gagh[ as[ ka e dee gbasara usoro qch[ch[ ha, hapx nd[ qzq. A gagh[
ahapx nd[ qzq, dewe naan[ usoro ekpemekpe ha. Q bxgh[kwanx usoro
mmekqr[ta ha na mmadx ibe ha ka a ga-as[ ka a kqwa maka ya ma
hapx nd[ qzq. N’otu aka ahx kwa, o nwegh[ onye ga-enwe ike idetacha
ihe gbasara akxnaxba ha ma ya fqdxz[a akxkx ndx ha nd[ qzo. Ka o
sila d[, e tere xgba, e tere azx, a ga-ahqrq qj[ nke bx osisi ndx n’ala
Igbo ma kqwaara xwa ka o si metxta ndx nd[ Igbo.

Qj[:

Nd[ Igbo bx nd[ e ji [nabata qb[a wee mara. Ha na-eme nke a site
n’xzq d[ iche iche. Na mbx onye Igbo qbxla qb[a b[akwutere na-egosi
qb[a ahx na ya nabatara ya n’eziokwu site n’otu o siri dowe ihu maqbx
meghar[a ahx. Mmeghar[ ahx a metxtara ikwe onye qb[a n’aka, [mxr[
amx, inwe q]x, ibi qma nakwazi ibunye qb[a oche ka q nqrq qdx.

Ihe nd[ a bx ihe nd[ na-apxtakar[ ihe na mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe
ya na ndx nd[ Igbo.   Qtxtx oge, mgbe onye Igbo nyechara qb[a oche
ka q nqrq ala, ha na-aga n’ihu jx kqr[ta onwe ha qha ezinaxlq ha d[
iche iche. Ma mgbe ha na-eme nke a ka a na-echere qb[a ahx qj[.

Qj[ d[ n’xd[ n’xd[. E nwere qj[ e ji a]ara eche. O nwere ike bxrx
afxfa, qpapa, mmanya, nzu, ego maqbx akxilu.  A na-ejikwa mmiri,
ose maqbx qj[ osisi. Ihe niile nd[ a bxcha ihe nd[ Igbo kpqrq qj[ a na-
echere qb[a mana nke a ga-eleba anya n’ihe omxmx a bx qj[ osisi.

“N’ebe nd[ Igbo nq, a gagh[ ekpughecha maqbx ghqtacha akxkq
maqbx ihe omimi gbasara qj[ na ndx nd[ Igbo” (Idigo, 2002:11). Mkpa
qj[ d[ na ndx nd[ Igbo q kachas[ ka o si metxta mmekqr[ta mmadx na
ibe ya nakwa ekpemekpe abxgh[ ihe e ji qnx akq. Qnqdx ya n’ihe
mmemme nke onye na nke qhanaeze abxrxla “a hxgh[ na e megh[.”

Qj[ d[ka a marala bx mkpxrx akxkx nke q bx nd[ Yoruba na
Mpaghara Qd[da Anyanwx ala Na[jir[a na-akqpxta ya ebe nd[ a maara
ji ya mere nri bx nd[ Awxsa na nd[ Fxlani na Mgbago Ugwu ala Na[jir[a,
ma nd[ a maara na Na[jir[a na-efe ma na-asqpxrx ya bx nd[ Igbo, nd[
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bi na Mpaghara Qwxwa Anyanwx nke Na[jir[a. Q d[ egwu, mkpxrx
osisi anagh[ eme ka agxrx gxq mmadx, q bxgh[ nri n’onwe ya, nke q
na-abx ihe xtq e ji atacha qnx ma e richa nri, ma nqdx n’ime ya were
qnqdx d[ elu ma gbaa qkpxrxkpx na ndx onye Igbo. Qj[ bx mkpxrx
anagh[ esi isi n’xd[ qbxla, q magh[ mma ahx nke iji ya mere ihe nkiri,
ma mgbe qbxla nd[ Igbo mmadx abxq maqbx atq nqkqnatara, ajxjx
ga-apxta ha n’qnx bx, “o nwere onye ji qj[ ebe a?”
            Olee ihe mere qj[ jiri bxrx ihe e si na ya ekpere ma na-ar[qta
ihe n’aka Chukwu na n’aka ndiichie? A ga-ewe ya ka alxs[ ka a ga-ewe
ya ka xgbq e ji ebu mkpa eche Chineke n’ihu? Q bxrx alxs[, olee ihe
mere e ji ekpekwas[ ya ekpere, olee ihe mere na a na-awa ya awa, taa
ya ma lokwa ya elo? Na mmalite, kedx ihe mere e ji akwanyere ya
ugwu ma na - asopxrx ya n’xwa nd[ Igbo?

Q bx niihi nsq qj[ d[ na mkpa q d[ nke d[ qkpxtqrqqkpx mere ihe
qmxmx a jiri d[ mkpa iji mee ka a ghqta nke qma qnqdx ya na mmekqr[ta
mmadx na ibe ya nakwa n’ekpemekpe nke pxtara ihe na ndx nd[ Igbo.

Ukwu Osisi A Kpqrq Qj[:

Qj[ bx ukwu osisi na-eto na Mpaghara Qd[da Anyanwx Af[r[ka,
na-am[ ezi mkpxrx e ji eme qgwx ma wekwara ya na-eme mmanya. A
b[a na Na[jir[a, nd[ Yoruba, nd[ Qd[da Anyanwx Na[jir[a na-akqpxta
mkpxrx osisi a n’ebe q d[ ukwuu nke na q bx osisi na-enye akx na
xba. N’ala Yoruba, osisi a na-am[ ma qkqch[ ma udu mmiri. O nwegh[
mgbe pxrx iche osisi a a kpqrq qj[ ji am[. Ka o sila d[, a na-akqtakwa
mkpxrx osisi a na mpara ala Na[jir[a nd[ qzq. A b[a n’xfqdx mbala n’ala
Igbo, ezinaxlq na-akqkwa qj[ nke ezinaxlq ha na-ata.

Qj[ enwegh[ xtq d[ka mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq ma b[a bxrx nnukwu
ihe na ndx nd[ Igbo kar[a mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq. “Q na-ad[ n’ogbe n’ogbe
ebe otu ogbe nwere ike nwee mkpxrx qj[ ise, isii, maqbx kar[a” (Nwilo,
Nnadi & Nwade, 2006: 13). Nke a pxtara na a b[a n’otu mkpo qj[ na e
nwere ike inwete otu qj[ ise, isii maqbx kar[a. Idigo (2002:11) mere ka
a mata na “… ihe qbxla a ga-eme n’ala Igbo d[ka idozi okwu, qgq
mmxq maqbx ile qb[a, ihe izizi a ga-eme bx iche qj[.” Q mas[ ya ya
bxrx ebe mmadx b[ara n’afa, dib[a afa ahx aghagh[ ichere onye b[ara

be ya qj[. D[ka Anedo (2007:163) kwuru, “Ozugbo dib[a afa
wepxtachara ngwa afa ya, o cheere onye b[ara be ya qj[.”   Nke a bx iji
gosi onye ahx na a nabatara ya nke qma, niihi ya na obi ga-eru ya ala
ma mee ka q gwa dib[a afa ihe bx mkpa ya. Mgbe a wara qj[, q bxkwa
di nwe xlq na qb[a na-eke ma takwaa ya. Q d[ mkpa [kqwa ebe a na q
bxrx na e mecha mmemme n’ala Igbo hapx qj[, na q d[ ka a ga-as[ na
a chxrx aja ma a hxgh[ udele. Isi mmemme qbxla n’ala Igbo bx qj[. A
nagh[ echetere ya onye maara ihe echetere n’ala Igbo makana q bx
naan[ onye nzuzu amagh[ na nwanne ya bx qb[a.

Xd[ Qj[ Di Iche Iche:

E nwere xd[ qj[ abxq. Ha bx qj[ mmemme na qj[ugo. Qj[ mmemme
bx nd[ a@hx$ a$hx@ ha na-acha qbara qbara. Qj[ mmemme a d[kwa
xzq abxq – qj[ Awxsa na qj[ Igbo. A b[a n’xzq qj[ mmemme abxq a,
naan[ qj[ Igbo ka e ji agq ndx. E jigh[ qj[ Awxsa agq ndx makana q nq
qnqdx ka ebenebe nke e kwuru s[ na “… q na-eme amara ka qj[ mana
e jigh[ ya agq ndx.”  Ebenebe bx nnukwu osisi nke na-enwe nnukwu
mgbqrqgwx, obosara akwxkwq, too ogo ka qj[ maqbx akpxogwu ma
nwekwa mkpxrx nwere ibe abxq ka qj[ Awxsa.

Qj[Ugo:

Ugo bx nnukwu nnxnx a na-ahx n’ala Af[r[ka nke nwere ogologo
xkwx na ogologo olu ma na-acha ka ak[ mmiri igwe. Nd[ Igbo were ya
d[ka eze nnxnx nke mere na ha na-aba “Ugobxeze” d[ka aha. Ihe
qbxla e ji ugo wee maa atx ya n’ala Igbo, gosiri ihe mara mma maqbx
ihe d[ mma. A nagh[ ahx ugo kwa daa nke mere na nd[ Igbo na-ekwu
s[ “… anya hxrx ugo ]xl[a makana a nagh[ ahx ugo daa.”

Osuagwx (1979:8) kqwara na “… nd[ Igbo nwere qj[efu na qj[ugo.”
Qj[efu d[ka Osuagwx kqwara bx nke mmemme ebe qj[ugo pxtara qj[
nke ahx na-acha zaa. Ihe mere e ji akpq ya qj[ugo apxtagh[ na q bx
ugo nwe ya kama q bx niihi na o nwere njirimara niile nke eze nnxnx
ahx a kpqrq ugo nwere. Qj[ugo na-ad[ xkq ka nnxnx ahx a kpqrq ugo
n’onwe ya. Q mara mma ma na-enwukwa zaa ka nnxnx ugo. Otu ahx
ihe qbxla gbasara nnxnx siri d[ qnx, ka qj[ugo siri d[ qnx. Iji maa atx
ebe e rere qj[efu na[ra iri, mara na a ga-ere qj[ugo ha ka ya na[ra iri
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abxq. Inye mmadx qj[ugo gosiri oke ihuqma na [hxnanya pxrx iche.
Dib[a gbanye qj[ugo n’aja, ihe q pxtara bx na aja ahx d[ sam.

Nkenxd[ Qj[:

Nd[ Igbo kewere qj[ n’xd[ abxq maqbx xzq abxq. Ha bx nke a kpqrq qj[
Igbo na qj[ Awxsa.

Qj[ Awxsa:

Qj[ Awxsa bx xd[ nke ahx na-agba naan[ ibe abxq ka mkpxrx osisi
ebenebe. E jigh[ ya agq ndx niihi na q na-agbakar[ naan[ ibe abxq.
Igbo were ya d[ka qj[ ogbi otu ahx ha jiri were qj[ Igbo gbara naan[ ibe
abxq. Qj[ d[ otu a dara ogbi nke mere na o nwegh[ ozi q pxrx izi nd[
mmxq ma e were ya r[q ha ar[r[q.  Idigo (2002:14) kwadoro echiche a
site n’ikwu na “…qj[ Awxsa bx qj[ ogbi nke na q d[gh[ ezi ihe o kwuru,
niihi ya o nyegh[ nd[ wara ya ezi ntxkwas[obi.” O mere ka a mata na q
bx ya mere nd[ Igbo ejigh[ ewe qj[ Awxsa d[ka ihe qbxla maka iji gwqq
qgwx maqbx iji mee mmemme.

Q bx xd[ qj[ a ka nd[ qkammxta sayens[ kpqrq “cola nitida” ma
Igbo kpqrq ya qj[ Awxsa niihi n’agbanyegh[ na q bx na nd[da Na[jir[a q
kachas[ n’qd[da anyanwx ka a na-akqpxta ya, nd[ ji ya mere ihe oriri
bx nd[ Awxsa.

Qj[ Igbo:
Xd[ qj[ a ka nd[ qkammxta sayens[ kpqrq “cola accuminata”. A kpqrq
ya qj[ Igbo niihi na q bx ya ka nd[ Igbo na-akqpxta ma wekwere ya
kpqrq nnukwu ihe na ndx ha. Qj[ a a kpqrq qj[ Igbo bx a hx dimkpa a
hx ogologo imi ya n’ihe gbasara omenala Igbo. A kpqq oku maqbx izu
ma qj[ ab[agh[, a mara na e zubegh[ ezu.

Xd[ qj[ a ka Igbo ji agq ndx. Q na-agba qtxtx ibe pxtakar[s[r[ ihe d[
iche iche na ndx nd[ Igbo. Xfqdx na-agba ibe atq; xfqdx ibe anq, ise,
isii maqbx asaa. Q bxkwa n’qj[ Igbo ka e si enwete qj[efu nke na-acha
mmemme na qj[ugo.

Mpxtara Qj[:

Ike d[ n’qj[ bara xba. Ugwu a na-akwanyere ya ebuka. Idigo (2002:30)

kqwara qj[ d[ka “qd[mkpxmkpx eme ire”. Q gakwara n’ihu kqwaa qj[ ka
“… njirimara idinotu; udo; obi a]xri na nnabata mmadx nabatara
mmadx ibe ya.”  Qgbakq qbxla qgbaghara d[, qj[ bata, udo abata, ndx
abata. Ya mere nd[ Igbo ji as[ na “Onye wetere qj[ wetere ndx.” Q d[
mkpa ebe a [mata na onye nyere mmadx ibe ya ndx hxrx ya n’anya.
Niihi ya qj[ na-egosi [hxnanya. Q bx ya mere nd[ Igbo ji ewebete ya
ebe a na-agba oriko. Ebe qbxla e kpeziri mmadx maqbx otu abxq na-
ese okwu, q bx qj[ ka ha na-atakqr[ta iji gosi na [hxnanya, udo na
idinotu abatala n’etiti ha.

MmemmeQj[:

Xfqdx nd[ derela akwxkwq gbasara qj[ kwekqr[tara na qj[ bx isi
mmemme ma bxrxkwa ihe e ji ele qb[a. Ha kwekqr[tara na o nwere
xfqdx mmemme q ga-abx qj[ ad[gh[, q gagh[ enwe isi.  Ha bx [gq qfq,
[lx nwaany[, ikpezi ikpe, d[r[ gawa. Nwilo, Nnadi na Nwade (2006:16)
kqwara na “Qj[ bx ide ji mmemme qbxla ma bxrx mgbakq na nzukq
n’ihe gbasara mmemme.”

Qgbalx (1979: 28) kqwara na “…qj[ na-egosi obiqma mmadx
nwere n’ebe ibe ya nq, maqbx n’ebe chi ya nq. Ya mere na ihe qbxla
a ga-eme n’ala Igbo, ihe izizi a ga-eme bx iche maqbx [gq qj[”. Q gara
n’ihu mee ka a mata na o nwegh[ ebe nd[ mmadx gbakqbara n’ala
Igbo a ghagh[ [chqba qj[. Mmadx nwere ike b[a n’xlq mmadx, onye q
b[ara be ya egbuere ya qkxkq maqbx ewu, nye ya nri maqbx mmanya
ga-eju ya afq, ma q bxrx na o nyegh[ ya qj[, onye qb[a ahx ga-as[ na o
jigh[ ezi obi nabata ya. Ma mgbe a hxrx qb[a chete qj[, o nwegas[r[
mmemme na-esochi ya azx. Mmemme nd[ ahx bx: iche qj[; [gq qj[; [wa
qj[; na [ta qj[. Mmemme nd[ a ka a ga-aga n’ihu ugbu a mee nkqwa ha
n’otu n’otu.

Iche Qj[:

Osuagwx (1979:2) kwuru na “… iche qj[ bx ihe zuru Igbo qnx mana
xzq e si eme ya d[ iche iche.” D[ka e kwuru na qj[ bx “qd[ mkpxmkpx
eme ire” ma bxrxkwa ihe a na-akwanyere ugwu pxrx iche, iche qj[ bx
otu n’ime mmemme a na-eme gbasara qj[ n’ala Igbo. Q bxrx qj[ a ga-
enye otu onye, onye nwe xlq ga-etinye ya n’qkwa qj[ maqbx n’efere
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qj[, bunye qb[a ahx s[ ya, “Qj[ ab[a.” N’obodo xfqdx d[ka na mpaghara
Qmambala, a na-etinyekwa ya ego a ga-eji waa ya. Nke a ka a na-
akpq “ego qj[”. Ego a bx qb[a ahx ga-ewere ya. Q bxrx n’qgbakq qbxla,
q bx onye wara qj[ nwe ya.

Q bxrx qj[ xmxnna, n’ebe xfqdx, e wepxta qj[, e bunye ya onye
kacha bxrx okenye n’ime ha s[ ya cheere xmxnna. N’ebe xfqdx kwa
nx a ga-ebunye okenye kacha metxta onye butere qj[ ka o buputere
xmxnna. Q bxrx ebe qb[a b[akwutere nwoke na ezinaxlq ya, nwaany[
nwoke nwe xlq na-agba mbq chqq qj[ ma bunye ya di ya ka o meere
qb[a.  Q d[kwa mkpa [mata na tupu e chee qj[, na a na-asa ya mmiri.
Nke a bx iji hx na q d[ qcha nke na-egosi na nd[ Igbo ejigh[ [d[ qcha
egwuri egwu. N’otu aka ahx kwa, a na-agba mbq hx na e bunyere
onye qbxla ga-eso taa ya bx qj[ mmiri [kwq aka, q kachas[ nd[ maqbx
onye qb[a. Mmiri [kwq aka a na-egosikwa ezi nnabata e nyere qb[a
ahx ma mekwa ka onye ga-esonye n’[ta qj[ ahx ejigh[ aka ruru unyi
wee were qj[ makana ime otu ahx, ga-abx irite qrakwx.

Oge xfqdx kwa q bxrx na e bupxta qj[, a na-etinye ya nzu. Nzu
n’ala Igbo na-egosi [d[ qcha, nnabata maqbx obiqcha onye nwe xlq
nwere n’ebe qb[a maqbx xmxnna ya nq.   Mgbe nzu so qj[ pxta, tupu
a banye mmemme [gq qj[, a na-ebu xzq txq nzu.  A na-atx nzu, a
nagh[ enye ya mmadx n’aka.  Onye kas[ bxrx okenye maqbx di nwe
xlq na-ebu xzq atx nzu. Q txs[a, q txgara ya onye nqsoro ya maqbx
onye sotara ya n’okenye. O nwegh[ usoro kama ihe d[ mkpa bx na a
nagh[ enye ya mmadx n’aka. Q bx onye txs[a o dowere ogbo ya n’ala
ka o were txq nke ya.

Q d[ mkpa ka a mata na [tx nzu bx otu xzq ekpere na-apxtakar[
ihe ma d[kwa mkpa na mmemme [gq qj[. Ka o si kwxrx bx na o nwegh[
onye qbxla a txgara nzu ga-ewere ya txgara onye ozo na-
ekwukwas[gh[ ya okwu. Okwu a na-ekwu abxgh[ okwu nk[t[ kama q bx
ekpere. Ekpere e ji obiqcha ekpe makana onye ji nzu ji obiqcha nke na
a hx onye d[ otu ahx, qch[ ad[ ya n’eze.  Ya mere na mgbe onye Igbo
welitere nzu, o nwere ike kaa akara n’ala. Xfodx na-aka akara anq
nke pxtara ah[a anq n’izu nd[ Igbo. Xfqdx na-aka nzu okirikiri, akara
anq n’ime akara okirikiri maqbx akara qbxla si onye ahx n’obi pxta. 

Mgbe onye Igbo na-eme otu a ka o na-ekpe ekpere n’elu nzu ahx. Ihe
nd[ a bx iji chqq ihuqma ndiichie, nd[ mmxq d[ iche iche na ah[a anq d[
n’izu.

{gq Qj[:

N’ala Igbo dum, onye q d[[r[ bx [gq qj[ bx onye kacha bxrx okenye n’
qgbakq d[ka n’xmxnna. Ka o sila d[, onye ga-agq qj[ sitere n’qnqdx a
nq na ya. Q bxrx qgbakq xmxnna, onye q d[[r[ bx onye kacha nd[ qzq
bxrx okenye. Xkaegbu (1985:44) hxkwara ya otu a wee si “{gq qj[ d[[r[
onye kacha bxrx okenye maqbx eze n’ qgbakq qbxla. Ka o sila d[,
okenye kacha mma makana q bx okenye nq ndiichie nso.”  Q bxrx
ebe a na-efe alxs[ maqbx ala, onye qj[ d[[r[ ga-agq ya bx onyeisi nchxaja
maqbx ezeala.

A b[a n’ebe xfqdx ebe mmadx gwara qgwa, ebe a magh[ onye
kacha bxrx okenye, q bx onye xlq na-agq qj[ kama q bxrx qj[ e nyere
qb[a, q bxrx ebe a na-etinye ego qj[ d[ka na mpaghara Qmambala,
qb[a ga-ewere ego ya.   Ihe a mere na qtxtx oge, e bunyecha qb[a qj[,
o kelecha ekele, o bughachi ya azx s[, “Qj[ eze d[kwa eze n’aka.” Okwu
a bx xzq e si ar[q onye nwe xlq ka q gqq qj[. Qd[kwa mkpa ka a mata
ebe a na onye b[ara be mmadx, bx eze ka o chiri ya.

Naan[ ihe ga-eme ka onye a nq be ya maqbx onye bx mmadx
okenye ghara [gq qj[, bx q bxrx na qgq onye d[ otu ahx maqbx nna ya
ochie (onye q bx nwadiala be ya) nq ebe ahx. Nke a bx iji kwanyere
onye d[ otu ahx ugwu.

Ndi Igbo na-ekwu n’okwu s[ na “Q bx qnq n’xlq mara diqkpara
qkxkq.” Q bx ya mere o ji d[ mkpa na di nwe xlq maqbx okenye maqbx
kwa nx ezeala maka na q bx ya ma aha alxs[ na mmxq maqbx ndiichie
nq be ha a ga-akpqku n’[gq qj[ ahx. Q bxkwa nd[ maqbx onye d[ otu a
maara asxsx mmxq na ndiichie nq be ha nke na ha kwue okwu, mmxq
be ha aghqta. Q bx ya mere Xkaegbu (1985:44) jiri s[ na “Okenye
kacha mma makana na q bx okenye nq ndiichie nso.”  Qb[a ebe a nq
ka onye amagh[ ihe makana onye anqgh[ mgbe e liri ozu mgbe xfqdx
na-esi n’xkwx abq.

{gq qj[ na-abx ihe agbamume nye onye na-agq ya na nd[ nq ebe
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a na-agq ya. Nke a bx eziokwu niihina “Qj[ n’omenala nd[ Igbo bx
igodo siri ike e ji akpope obi mmadx na mmxq d[ iche iche” (Egbeson,
2001:40).  Mgbe onye Igbo na-agq qj[, q na-ebu xzq kpqkue ala obodo
q zodoro xkwx ka q b[a taa qj[. Q bxrx na q kpqcha ala obodo ahx, nd[
qzq q ga-akpqku bx ah[a d[ n’izu Igbo, alxs[ d[ iche iche, ndiichie na
Olisebulxwa.

A na-akpqku ha ka ha b[a sonye n’oriko ahx d[ oke mkpa. Nke a
bx ka obi wee d[ ha qcha iji nqnyere nd[ d[ otu ahx n’ihe qbxla ha na-
eme. Mgbe nke ahx gachara, ihe qzq bx [r[q ha maka ihe ise kacha
onye Igbo mkpa na ndx.  O bx maka ihe ise a nd[ Igbo na-ar[q oge
qbxla mere ha ji ekwe “ise o” na ngwxcha [gq qj[ qbxla. Ihe ise ahx
d[ka Idigo (2002:32) kwuru pxtara , “… ogologo ndx; ife ndx ji atq xtq;
azx; udo na mee mmadx ka { chqrq ka mmadx mee g[.” Q bxrx na a
gqchaa qj[, ihe na-esote ya bx [wa qj[. Ma ka o sila d[, tupu a kqwaa ihe
gbasara [wa qj[, q ga-ama mma ma q bxrx na a hqrq ma kqwaa ihe ise
a nd[ Igbo na-akpx n’ qnx na ngwxcha ekpere qbxla n’otu n’otu.  Ha
bx:

Ogologo Ndx:
Onye Igbo qbxla na-ar[q Chineke ka o nye ya ogologo ndx. Ekpere

ogologo ndx ha na-ekpe bx ka ha wee nwe ike [hx xmx xmx ha. Ha
na-ekpe ekpere [lq xwa makana q bxgh[ onye qbxla nwere ike [lq xwa.
Onye Igbo achqgh[ qnwx ike. Q bxxrx ya ihe mwute niihina q maara
n’otu xzq maqbx nke qzq mgbe q bx okorob[a, na o mejqrq mmadx
ibe ya. Niihi ya, q mas[r[ ya [nq ogologo oge iji wee mezie ndx ya
n’okenye. Onye Igbo maara na q bx naan[ sq na ya meziri ndx, ga-
eme ka q lqq xwa ma nwe udo n’xwa ya qzq.

Ihe Ndx Ji Atq Xtq:

Igbo ekwetegh[ n’[dabere na mmadx ibe ya. Ibi ndx ar[r[q na-ewe
ya iwe. Ya mere, q kaara ya mma na ya nwxrx anwx kar[a [r[q ar[r[q.
Igbo were ar[r[q ka arx nwere ike ime na ndx ya.  Ndx mmadx na-ebi
na-enwegh[ akxnaxba, d[ka ihe ruru unyi nke mmadx ekwes[gh[
[nabata. Iji nwete nke ya, onye Igbo na-agba mbq otu o nwere ike iji hx
na ya bx onye onyinye kar[a onye ar[r[q. Ya mere e ji ahx ndi Igbo

n’akxkx xwa niile. Ya mere ha ji ar[q Chineke ka o nye ha ihe ndx ji atq
xtq maka n’echiche ha, “Xb[am bx qr[a.”
 
Azx:
Na ndx nd[ Igbo, nwa bx onyinye kacha onye si n’aka Chukwu ma e
wezuga ndx. N’agbanyegh[ na nd[ Igbo hxrx akxnaxba n’anya nke
ukwuu, ha ejigh[ ya atxnyere nwa. Q bx ya mere na ha nwere alxmalx
d[ iche iche iji hx na nwa akqgh[ ha. N’[kwado nke a Idigo (2001:37)
kwuru s[ na “Qtxtx nwaany[ nwoke lxtara na-amxtara ya qtxtx xmx
nke na-ewete qtxtx aka n’ugbo.”  Nke a na-emekwa ka ndx na-atq xtq
n’ime obodo. N’agbanyegh[ nke a o nwegh[ onye Igbo na-enwe
obia]xr[ [hx na ama ya ga-echi niihi amxtagh[ nwa. Niihi ya, “… a na-
ewere nwaany[ amxtagh[ nwa ka ihe lara n’iyi” (Basden, 1988:213).
N’eziokwu, mgbe nwaany[ d[ otu a nwxrx, a na-agbapx ya afq tupu e
lie ya iji mee ka q mata na ya ga-amxta nwa n’xwa ya qzq.

Igbo kwenyere na nwa bx ndo. Q d[ka nkx mmadx kpara n’ qkqch[
nke o kwes[r[ [nya n’udummiri. Onye enwegh[ nwa rute n’uhuruchi nke
ndx ya, q mata ka xwa d[. Niihi ya Igbo achqgh[ ndx mkpxtq n’okenye,
ha were na-ar[q Chineke ka o nye ha qmxmx.

Udo:
Nd[ Igbo bx nd[ hxrx udo n’anya. Ha achqgh[ nsogbu na ndx ha. Ya
mere na mgbe qbxla ha welitere qj[, ha na-ekwu maka udo nke tinyere
ha n’ [ba aha d[ka - Udoka

Mee Mmadx Ibe G[ Otu { Chqrq Ka Mmadx Ibe G[ Mee G[:

Nd[ Igbo na-as[ na o mee n’ahx onye qzq, q d[ka o mere n’osisi. Ha
wee na-as[ ka mmadx ibe ha mee ha ihe ga-amas[kwa ha onwe ha ka
onye qzq mee ha. O doro ewu na qkxkq anya na mgbe mmadx anya
doro edo bu xzq txq onwe ya mbq, q fxq ya xfx, q gagh[ amaz[ ama
txq ya mmadx ibe ya. Isiokwu ebe a wee bxrx ka e nwee [hxnanya
n’etiti ha na agbataobi ha.

Otu Qj[ D[:

Qj[ enwegh[ otu a ga-as[ na q na-ad[. Onye kaa, q kagha. Kama ihe e
nwere ike ikwu bx na q na-ad[ ka mkpxrxobi. Qj[ Igbo na-enwe nkewe
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n’etiti otu ibe na ibe ya nke mere o ji ad[ mfe n’qwxwa.  A na-eji mbq
atxwa ya site na nkewe d[ga n’isi ya. Qj[ Igbo na-enwekar[ ibe abxq,
nke mere o jiri d[ iche n’qj[ awxsa, nke na-abx naan[ ibe abxq.

{wa Qj[:
Otu e si awa qj[ n’ala Igbo sitere n’qnxkx maqbx mpaghara ebe a nq
awa ya. Xkaegbu (1983:43) kwuru s[, “Na nd[da ala Igbo, nwata n’
qgbakq qbxla na-awa qj[, ebe okenye na-awa ma a b[a n’qd[da mgbago
ugwu anyanwx na mgbago ugwu qwxwa anyanwx ala Igbo.” Ihe q
pxtara bx na a na-esite n’[wa qj[ mara ka e si bxrx qgbq. N’obodo
xfqdx, q bx okenye gqrq qj[, na-awa ya. N’ebe qzq kwa, q bx nwata ka
a na-ebunye ya ka q waa. Ma tupu nke a eme, okenye ga-ebu xzq
gqq ya bx qj[. Ya mere Ekwealor (1998:38) jiri kwue s[ na “… n’ebe nd[
a, e were [wa qj[ d[ka ozi nwata na-agara nd[ kas[ ya bxrx okenye.” 
Ma ka o sila d[, q bx onye wara qj[ ka akaqj[ maqbx ireqj[ d[[r[. Q kwes[r[
ka a mata ebe a na qj[ enwegh[ aka nke q na-enwe ire kama ihe a na-
akqwa ebe a bx otu ibe qj[ nke onye wara qj[ kwes[r[ iwere n’xd[ nru a
na-efe ya d[ka okenye. N’aka nke qzq, q na-egosikwa na a na-eri ihe
ahx eri maqbx na o nwegh[ ihe qjqq d[ n’ime ya. O doro anya na mgbe
mbx Eri nyere nd[ qb[a nd[ amagh[ ihe qj[ bx, o bu xzq taa ya iji gosi ha
na q bx ihe a na-ata ata.

Ihe d[ mkpa bx na q bx nwoke wara ya bx qj[. Nwaany[ anagh[
awa qj[ ebe nwoke nq. Naan[ ebe q bx sqqsq nd[ nwaany[ nq ka nwaany[
nwere ike [wa qj[. Ma tupu o mee nke a, q ga-abx nwaany[ kacha nd[
qzq bxrx okenye maqbx chie echichi. A s[god[[r[ na nwoke nq ebe ahx
bx obere nwa, nwaany[ apxgh[ [wa qj[ ahx.

Ozugbo a wara qj[ ihe a ga-ahxz[ bx otu o siri gbaa n’ibe n’ibe.
Xfqdx qj[ na-agba ibe abxq, atq, anq, ise isii maqbx asaa. O nwekwara
nke anagh[ agba ibe qbxla. Ihe a ga-aghqta bx na ibe qbxla qj[ gbara,
nwere asxsx q na-asx. Asxsx nd[ a bx nke a ga-eleba anya n’oge
ad[gh[ anya.

Mpxtara Ibe Qj[:

D[ka e kwurula na mbx na ibe qj[ ole qj[ gbara nwere ihe q na-egosipxta,
a ga-elebaz[ anya n’asxsx niile qj[ na-asx mgbe a wara ya.

Qj[ Mvilidamvi (Qj[ agbagh[ ibe):
Qj[ agbagh[ ibe rxrx arx. Igbo na-akpq ya qj[ ogbi niihina o nwegh[ ihe
qbxla o kwuru. A nagh[ ata qj[ d[ otu a ata.

Qj[ Ibe Abxq:
Xkaegbu (1991:42-43) mere ka a mata na qj[ gbara abxq bxkwa qj[
ogbi nke q d[gh[ ezi ihe o kwuru; O nyegh[ nd[ wara ya ezigbo
ntxkwas[obi. Q bx ya mere e ji akpq ya qj[ nwaany[. Q na-egosi na
egwu d[ makana ebe mmadx abxq na-akpa nkata ma otu onye n’ime
ha anagh[ ekwu ihe qbxla, onye nke qzq ga-amalite nyowa ya enyo.
Ihe qzq mere e ji akpq ya qj[ nwaany[ bx na q na-ad[ ka ibe ahx nwaany[
abxq

Qgbalx (1979:18) makwara ka a mata na ihe qj[ d[ otu a kwuru bx
na onye ahx agagh[ amxta qtxtx xmx, na ole na ole q mxtara agagh[
ezucha oke na mmadx. Onye wara qj[ d[ otu a na-awufu ya na mbara
iji gosi njxwapx isi n’ihe qj[ ahx na-ekwu. Qgbalx mere ka a mata na
n’ebe xfqdx, na a na-akpq ya qj[ qbara ebe xfqdx na-aga nke dib[a iji
mata ihe butere ya xd[ ihe qjqq ahx.

Qj[ Ibe Atq:
Nke a bx qj[ ikenga. Q pxtara aka dike, ogologo ndx, qmxmx na
akxnxba. Qgbakq e nwetere xd[ qj[ a, a na-enwere ya a]xr[ makana q
bx ezigbo ihe.

Qj[ Ibe Anq:
Qj[ gbara anq na-egosi ah[a anq d[ n’izu ah[a nd[ Igbo. Q pxtara izu
oke. Idigo (2002:14) kwuruna q d[ka qj[ nd[ mmxq na mmadx ji
emekqr[ta. Q kqwara n’ebe xfqdx na a na-atxfu iperipe ya n’ezi maka
d[ka nri xmx mmxq, na a d[gh[ ata ya. Q kqwakwara na xd[ qj[ a na-
ezipxtakwa qmxmx maqbx xbara xmx. Na nkqwa ya, a waa xd[ qj[ a,
onye wetere qj[ ahx ga-enye onye wara ya ego. Ego ahx na-egosi na
onye wara ya wetere ihe qma n’ezinaxlq ahu.

Qj[ Ibe Ise Isii Na Asaa:
Qj[ gbara ibe ise, isii na asaa na-egosi xbara maqbx qmxmx. Q pxtara
ezigbo ihuqma, qmxmx na chiqma. (N’ebe xfqdx d[ka Isiukwuatq na
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Oduma, a nagh[ ata ya ata ma q bxrx nke ibe isii). A na-ekeechi ya
dote, weta qj[ qzq waa. Xbqch[ a ga-atope ya taa, a ga-ezi nd[ mmadx,
gbuo ewu, maqbx qkxkq were meere ya emume pxrx iche. Nd[ b[ara
nx ga-atxrx onye ahx ego ma riekwa, ]xq.

{ta Qj[:
Mgbe qbxla a wachara qj[, a na-agba mbq hx na o rutere onye qbxla
nq ebe ahx. Niihi ya a na-epericha ya otu onye qbxla ga-esi nwete ya.
“Ya mere na mgbe qbxla a wara qj[, onye qbxla ekere nke ya” (Egbeson,
2001:40) ma onye o rugh[, Igbo na-as[ ka ndx rutu ya.  Ebe a ka udo,
[hxnanya, [d[notu, na ndidi qj[ na-ewete na ndx nd[ Igbo kacha apxta
ihe. Onye qbxla na-esonye n’iri mkpxrx [d[notu a. Q bx ya ka Uzukwu
(1983:14) jiri kpqq ya “… osisi ndx na udo nke a nagh[ echefu n’ekpere
xtxtx.” N’eziokwu qj[ na-asq okwu. “Site n’oriko nke a nke bx ihe mbx
na nzukq nd[ Igbo, o nwegh[ okwu qbxla siri ike agagh[ enwe isi”
(Egbeson, 2001:40).

Q bxrx ebe mmadx hiri nne, e wezuga akaqj[ maqbx ireqj[ nke
onye gqrq qj[ na-ewere, a na-awari nd[ qzq ka o wee zue. N’xfqdx
ebe, a nagh[ enye mmadx qj[ n’aka. Onye qbxla na-etinye aka n’ qkwa
qj[ ahx ewere nke ya. Naan[ nd[ nwaany[ ka a na-enye qj[ n’aka. Nke a
bx makana a magh[ nwaany[ d[ qcha itinye aka n’ qkwa qj[ niihina
ngwere niile makpu amakpu a magh[ nke afq na-arx. N’ebe d[ otu a, q
bxgh[ naan[ na qkwa qj[ bx ihe d[ asq nke na nwaany[ ad[gh[ qcha
agagh[ amanye aka na ya, ihe kpatara nke a bx [hx na onye d[ otu ahx
amanyegh[ aka n’efere nri ndiichie, nd[ nchxaja na nd[ qzq. Nke a ahx
ga-abx imeru idi asq ha. Nd[ qzq a na-enye qj[ n’aka bx nd[ ohu na nd[
osu ma q bxrx qj[ a gqrq ala. Nd[ d[ otu a enwegh[ ike [manye aka n’
qkwa qj[ ala. Ihe mere nke a bx na e were ha d[ka nd[ e nwe enwe.
Niihi ya, ha na nd[ nwe ha ekwes[gh[ irikq nri n’otu qkwa.

Nsq Qj[:
A chqpxtara na qj[ d[ka otu nd[ Igbo siri were ya, nwere nnukwu

qnqdx n’ebe ofufe, echiche, nkwenye na ndx nd[ Igbo.  Nd[ Igbo were
qj[ d[ka mkpxrx osisi d[ nsq nke mere ha ji akwanyere ya ugwu pxrx
iche kar[a mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq.

Qj[ Igbo nwere nsq d[ iche iche a na-asqrq ya. Ajamma (2005:21)
kqwara na nwaany[ anagh[ awa qj[ ebe nwoke nq, nwaany[ anagh[ ar[
elu qj[ ma onye rxrx arx anagh[ awa qj[ n’ qgbakq. N’Udi nke d[ na
steeti Enugwu, a ghqtara na mmadx anagh[ agba xkwx xfxrx aghq qj[
ma nwaany[ enwegh[kwa ike iji nkx qj[ sie nri. Ma na nkqwa nke ya
Idigo (2002:57) kqwara na nd[ Igbo anagh[ aghq qj[ aghq kama q na-
abx q kacha o were aka ya daa, onye nwe ya atxtxrx ya, wxpxta ya,
taa maqbx chekwebe ya. O kwuru na q bxrx na a ghqq ya maqbx
gbujipx anaka ya, q kwxs[ [m[ta mkpxrx. Na nkwado okwu a, Anedo
(2004:63) kwuru na “… nd[ nwaany[ apxgh[ [ghq qj[ n’ala Igbo ma
ugbu a ala a rxqqla na ha na-aghqz[ qj[.”  Igbo kwekqr[tara na q bx
naan[ nd[ okenye nwoke nwere ike iji nkx qj[ nyaa qkx n’obi ha.

Nwaany[ enwegh[ ike iji aka ya bunye qb[a qj[ ma di ya maqbx
nwanne di ya nqrq ya ebe ahx. A nagh[ awacha qj[ n’ime xlq tupu e
cheere ya qb[a. N’otu aka ahx, a nagh[ agq qj[ n’xlq qnwx. N’ebe xfqdx,
qgq maqbx nwadiala anagh[ awa qj[ n’ebe qgq maqbx nna ya ochie
nq.  

Nchekwa Qj[:

A hapx na-enyegh[ ya ezi nchekwa, q gbaa xtx maqbx kpqq nkx. Q
na-asq anwx maqbx okpomqkx, maqbx xtx. Q bxrx na a hapx ya
n’anwx maqbx okpomqkx, q kpqq nkx ma sie ike qt[ta. Nke a na-eme
ka q bxrx ihe lara n’iyi. Q bxrx na o nwee ka e siri cheere ya nd[
mmadx otu ahx q kpqrq nkx, a gagh[ ata ya ata. Ya mere na q bxrx na
o sie ike otu ahx, q bagh[ uru inye ya mmadx ka q ghara [d[ ka a
nabatagh[ qb[a ahx.

Maka ihi ihe nd[ a, mgbe qbxla a wxpxtara qj[ na mkpq ya, a na-
agba mbq hx na a wxnyere ya maqbx kechie ya n’akwxkwq d[ ndx
d[ka akwxkwq ogilisi, jioko maqbx une (ogede), werezie ya tinye n’ime
konkon, ma hx na e kwuchiri ya ekwuchi nke qma. A na-agakwa ebe
ahx mgbe na mgbe qbxla iji na-amata otu q d[.  Oge qbxla a chqpxtara
na o nweela ebe kpqrqla nkx, a gbanwee akwxkwq ndi ahx. Oge xfqdx,
o nwee ka e siri hxta mgbawa n’otu n’ime ha, a na-ewere eriri jikqta ya
qnx.
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Ukwu Qj[ Igbo:
Ndi Igbo anagh[ akq qj[ iji ree ma nweta ego. Qtxtx qj[ puru n’ala Igbo
bx ndamaala (ihe ipu n’onwe ya na-enwegh[ onye kxrx ya). Osisi qj[
anagh[ etokawa ogologo.

Q bxrx na a na-akq ya, a na-akwxwa mkpxrx ya qtq ebe isi ya
ga-ewelite elu. Q na-epute, ihe a na-ahx na-abx ihe na-aha ka qdx
mkp[s[aka n’isi ya na-akpx ihe qcha n’ qnx. A na-ewete aka n’ihe d[ka
qnwa atq, ihe qcha ahx etonyite, chawa ndx ndx n’elu ala.

Na mbx, qj[ Igbo abxgh[ ihe a na-akx taa, q m[a echi. Q na-ewe
ihe kar[r[ afq iri na ise tupu q m[wa. Ma site n’usoro qgbara qhxrx e
nwere n’qrx ugbo ugbu a, q na-am[z[ tupu afq iri.

Mmalite Qj[ N’ala Igbo:
A si na a chqwa isi qchx, a chqwa nd[ Qka makana q bu Qka bx xrx
kpxrx mma na egbe e ji egbu mmadx. Akxkq mmalite qj[ n’ala Igbo
tinyere isi n’aka Eri. N’ebe a, q ga-aka mma na e depxtara ya ka Idigo
(2001:24) siri kqq ya. Idigo kwuru na akxkq qbxla gbasara mmalite qj[
n’ala Igbo bx Eri mxtara Igbo niile ka a ga-ajx. Eri d[ka a maara si
n’agbxrx Gad (otu n’ime xmx iri na abxq Jekqb mxtara) n’ala Izrel
(Gen, 46:17).

Mgbe Eri hapxrx ala Izrel gaa biri n’ebe mbx o bibuuri a na-akpq
Eriaka, q kpq qtxtx mmadx. Qtxtx n’ime ha nwxrx n’xzq niihi ike
qgwxgwx, xfqdx ka anx qh[a gburu, xfqdx sibagara ebe d[ iche iche
ebe xfqdx so Eri rute Eriaka. Ndi so Eri rute Eriaka ji ya mere nna. Ha
bxrx otu ezinaxlq nwere iwu na-echekwebe ha.

Ihe ha na-eme bx na o rue oge uhuruchi, ha niile agbakqlata rie
nri, lakpue n’xlq ha d[ iche iche. O rukwa n’oge xtxtx, ha niile
agbakqlatakwa, gbaa az[ xtxtx, gawakwa n’ihu qrx ha d[ iche iche. .Eri
n’onwe ya dika onye enwegh[ mmas[ [nq otu ebe na-arxgh[ ihe qbxla,
na-achxkwa nta n’oge abal[. Mgbe xfqdx q bxrx na q chxgh[ nta, q
gaa qkx azx. Xfqdx oge, o nwere ike [nq [chx nta, chi abqq nke mere
na nlqta ya na-abxkar[ n’xtxtx.

Q bx n’otu n’ime [gba nta ya ahx ka q nq wee fue xzq. O rue
n’xbqch[ nke ise, q chqta xzq ya. Ma tupu q chqta xzq ya, ihe o jiri

mezie ihe oriri bx naan[ mkpxrx osisi d[ iche iche. O mekata txghar[a
obi n’iri mkpxrx osisi chara acha, malitezie riwe nke achagh[ acha.
Xbqch[ ahx, q ghqtara qtxtx mkpxrx osisi achagh[ acha. Ma mgbe q
nqrq ka o zue ike, q gbal[r[ kpechapxlata azx mkpxrx nd[ ahx ma rie
ihe niile. Dike (1985:166) wee na-akwado omume a s[;

Ihe na-egosi ezi nnabata bx iche qj[. Qj[  na ibe ole o

nwegara nwere ihe ha na-akqwa. Iche qj[ ugo na-egosi

nnabata nke obiumeala. Otu ahx qj[ si acha n’otu aka

ahx na-akqwakwa xdi qb[a biara be mmadx. Qj[ gbara

anq na-egosi na ihe qjqq  ga-eme

Xbqch[ ahx Eri tachara mkpxrx osisi a, o nwetere ike nke na xra atxgh[
ya. O wee naghach[ azx, ghqta mkpxrx osisi ahx qzq. O dowere ya
qfxma ma were ya laa xlq. Site n’[chqpxta mkpxrx osisi nyere ya ume
ma mee ka o guzoro, rxq qrx na-arahxgh[ xra, q gbara mbq [hx na ya
na-ata ya mgbe qbxla q chqrq ime ihe siri ike. Ihe a mere na otu
xbqch[ mmiri zoro nke buuru ihe niile d[ n’xlq ya ma e wezuga qj[.
Mgbe o lere anya ihe q ga-eme, q hxgh[ o wee ch[ta qj[ ahx bx naan[
mkpxrx osisi q hxrx be ya, taa ya hie nne, gawa qrx.

Q rxrx qrx ogologo oge xbqch[ ahx na-enwegh[ ike qgwxgwx ma
agxrx agxgh[ ya. Q bx ebe a ka q nq mata mkpxrx osisi nke na-enye
ya ume. Malite xbqch[ ahx ka o jiri kwue na qj[ bx ihe ga-eme ka
mmadx ghara [rahx xra na-achqgh[ mkpxrx osisi nd[ qzq q na-ata ha
na ya. Niihi ya ka o ji malite na-asqpxrx ma na-efe qj[ ofufe.

Mpxtara Qj[:

Mkpxrx osisi a enwegh[ aha rue mgbe nd[ qb[a b[akwutere Eri. Eri wee
gwa nwunye ya ka q gaa ch[ta mkpxrx osisi ahx. Mgbe nwunye Eri
ch[tara ya, nd[ qb[a ahx aghqtagh[ ihe q bx. O wee gwa ha na q bx
mkpxrx osisi. Ma mgbe ha chqrq [mata ihe gbasara ya kar[a otu q
gwara ha, q gwara ha na q na-eme mmadx ka o sie ike ma guzoro
kem. N’asxsx ya, Q na-eme ka arx j[a aj[a. Ka ha richere ya, q jxq ha
ma o meela ha ka ha j[r[ aj[r[ –“Q j[gq unu arx aj[” (Idigo, 2002:20). Q
bx site n’ajxjx ahx ka qj[ siri nwete aha ya. Ka o sila d[, Xkaegbu
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emekwa oriko bx qj[.  “Mmadx [jx [ta qj[ na-egosi mmadx ibu ihe qjqq
n’obi maqbx obi ad[gh[ qcha” (Egbeson, 2001:40).

Anedo (2007) na nkqwa ngwa qrx dib[a afa, kwuru na qj[ so na
ngwa qrx dib[a afa. O kwuru na e nwere nd[ dib[a afa qj[ nke na-egosi
na e ji qj[ agba afa. Ihe q pxtara na iji maa atx, q bxrx na mmadx
chqrq [ga maqbx ime ihe wee gaa na nke dib[a afa qj[, q pxrx isite n’
[wa qj[, kqwaara ya ije ya q ga-ad[ mma maqbx na q gagh[ ad[.

E wezuga Chukwu, Igbo nwegas[r[ ihe ofufe na nsqpxrx nd[ qzq
d[ iche iche n’usoro ekpemekpe ha. Mmxq nd[ ahx bxga ndiichie, alxs[
d[ iche iche, d[r[ gawa. Ihe mbx ma bxrxkwa qkacha mkpa e ji ar[qta
ihe n’ihu mmxq nd[ a bx qj[. Ya mere na onye qbxla chqrq mmekq ya
na nd[ mmxq, na-amalite n’inye ha qj[ iji hx na udo d[ n’etiti ha na ya.

Ihe nd[ Igbo ji qj[ eme bara xba. A na-eji ya achx aja; a]x iyi; ar[q
ar[r[q; ma wekwara agwq qr[a. Qj[ na-agba ume ma na-achxkwa xra.
A gawa okwu nwaany[ ma qj[ abatagh[, mara na e bidobegh[. Q bx ya
bx isi n’ile qr[a.

Mmechi:

Igbo bx agbxrx maara ihe bx ugwu ma na-akwanyekwere ya
mmadx ibe ha nakwa ihe nd[ qzq e kere eke nkwanye ugwu ruuru. A
b[a n’ihe niile q kachas[ osisi Chineke kere n’xwa a, o nwebegh[ nke a
ga-as[ na Igbo na-asqpxrx maqbx na-efe kar[a qj[ na mkpxrx ya. Q
pxtagh[ na Igbo enwegagh[ osisi nsq nd[ qzq ga d[ ha mkpa n’ihe
gbasara ekpemekpe ha. Ha nwegara osisi nd[ a: ogilisi; ngwu; nkwx;
abqs[; akpx ogwu na qfq mana o nwegh[ otu n’ime ha Igbo ji emere
ihe ma qj[ abatagh[.

Osisi niile a bxga ihe nnqchite anya ihe ofufe maqbx ojeozi ha
ma o nwegh[ nke Igbo na ibe ha na nd[ mmxq ji eme oriko na-abxgh[
mkpxrx qj[. Dika Idigo (2002:58) kwuru, “Qj[ bx osisi sitere ebe mmadx
enwegh[ ike ikqwali, b[a were isi qnqdx na ndx nd[ Igbo”

Igbo kwenyere na Chukwu kechara qj[, hanye ya n’aka ndiichie
ka q bxrx igodo ezi mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya, mmadx na ndiichie
nakwa mmadx na Chukwu. Qj[ were bxrx mkpxrx ndx otu ahx o siri
dowe ahx ka mkpxrxobi mmadx. N’eziokwu, ebe qbxla e nwere

(1991:42) kqwara qj[ n’xd[ a: “O – Omenala, J – jikqtara, I – Igbo nke
pxtara Omenala jikqtara Igbo.”   Ka o sila d[, e tere xgba, e tere azx,
onye qbxla nwere ohere ikwu uche ya.

Otu Iche Qj[ Siri Malite N’ala Igbo:

Akxkq kqrq na Eri d[ka onye a maara amara n’okirikiri ya, na-enwe
qtxtx qb[a. Site na mmas[ o nwere n’qj[, o mere ya q d[ka iwu na q ga-
enye qb[a qbxla o nwere qj[ tupu ihe qbxla qzq. Site n’omume d[ otu a,
nd[  be ya, malitere ]omiwe ya mgbe qbxla qb[a b[ara, a sigod[[r[ na q
nqgh[ ya. Q bx n’imeso nd[ qb[a omume d[ otu a ka qtxtx mmadx jiri
malite mewe otu ihe ahx ebe ha hxtara ya d[ka ihe ziri ezi.

Na mbx Eri malitere chekwebe qj[ maka nd[ qb[a. O mecha
chqpxta na qj[ chqrq ilete anya nke qma. E megh[ otu a ga-eme ka qj[
mebie. Ma mgbe Eri lere anya hx na ya enwegh[ ike ime ihe d[ na
nchekweba qj[, q haara qrx ahx hanye n’aka nwunye ya nke nta. Q bx
nwunye ya ahx chekwebere qj[ ahx nke qma .nke mere na mgbe qbxla
qb[a b[ara nwunye ya agaa ebe o dowere ya, wete ya ma bunye di ya
ka o cheere qb[a. Site n’omume d[ otu a ka qrx ichekweba na iwepxta
qj[ mgbe qbxla qb[a biara jiri bxrx qrx nd[ nwaany[ n’ala Igbo.   

Xkpxrx Eri Tqqrq  Nd[ Ya:
N’ogologo oge Eri biri n’xwa, q gbal[r[ hx na nd[ mmadx ghqtara ihe
gbasara qj[ ma were ya d[ka ihe d[ elu na ndx ha, na ndx xmx xmx ha
ebigh[ ebi. Q malitere emume qj[ d[ka ihe a na-akwanyere ugwu nke
gbasaworo n’ala Igbo dum taa. Obodo qbxla n’ala Igbo ghqtara na
Igbo enwegh[ ihe ha na-eme ma e wezuga qj[.

Uru Qj[ Bara:
D[ka e kwurula na mbx na Igbo were qj[ d[ka qpxrxiche na mkpxrx

osisi nd[ qzq, a ga-ahxta nke a site n’inyocha uru q baara nd[ Igbo.
Igbo ji qj[ agba ndx. Mgbe qbxla mmadx abxq maqbx kar[a na-

enyo onwe ha enyo maqbx nwere esemokwu, a na-agba mbq hx na e
doziri ya bx esemokwu. Q bxrxna e dozichaa okwu ahx, ihe qzq a na-
eme bx ihx na o nwegh[ ebe qzq mmiri siri hie site n’ime ka nd[ d[ otu
a nwe oriko maqbx qgbxgba ndx. Otu n’ihe e ji agba ndx ma na-
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qgbaghara n’ala Igbo, naan[ qj[ na-adajxlata ya niihina qj[ bata, xzx
adqrx (akwxs[). Nke a na-egosi na qj[ bx mkpxrx udo. “A nagh[ ewebete
ya ebe qbxla a na-alx qgwx” (Idigo, 2002: 58). A ga-emer[r[ udo tupu
e webata qj[ iji were machie ya bx udo n’etiti Chineke, ndiichie na
mmadx qnx n’agbanyegh[ ka ya bx qnya siri ghqq apa. Ya mere, iji hx
na e mechiri kpam kpam qnya d[ n’etiti mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya,
onye qbxla aka ya d[ n’esemokwu ahx ga-esonyeriri n’oriko nke qj[ nq
n’etiti ya. Mgbe e mere otu a, o gosi obi d[ qcha na ezi echiche. Q bx
ya mere o jiri d[ ka mkpxrxobi mmadx ka a ga-as[ na q na-ekwupxta
obi mmadx.
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