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It can be difficult for an animal to find the resources it needs to maintain its vital functions, survival and 

reproduction when these resources are unpredictable and heterogeneously distributed in the environment. 

Griffon Vultures (Gyps fulvus) benefit from social information gained from the interaction of their 

conspecifics with the environment, in addition to personal information acquired through their own 

experience of this environment. Using experiments on captive vultures, I show that some internal factors 

(i.e. position in the dominance hierarchy) and external factors (e.g. meteorology) shape the trade-off 

between the use of personal and social information in the search for updrafts necessary for vulture 

movement. Social information also seems to be crucial in their search for carcasses, as I have highlighted, 

through radar tracking, a foraging strategy in which groups of vultures organise themselves so that they 

can scan foraging areas in a coordinated way, while keeping their conspecifics in sight. This behaviour 

increases the efficiency in finding carcasses and enables large numbers of vultures to gather quickly to 

consume the carcass. On the other hand, these gatherings can facilitate the spread of diseases such as 

highly pathogenic avian influenza, which struck Griffon Vultures in 2022. Using telemetry monitoring, I 

show a prolonged interruption in vulture's movements, before their death or gradual recovery. In addition, 

I show that vultures do not show any anticipatory avoidance behaviour of wind turbines, which makes 

them particularly vulnerable to collisions. So, although group living brings benefits, it can also have costs 

such as competition or the spread of disease, requiring constant adjustment of the trade-off between the 

use of different sources of information when making decisions. 
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