


It is the aim of the architect to satisfy man’s
intellectual and physical needs and therefore the
study of his patterns forms an essential background
for the design. (See fig. 5)

sound technological logic and constructual applica-
tion.

As part of the technological background, the
architect must study materials and their use, labour

HUMANIZED SPACE

Man’s environment consists of material arrange-
ments and cultural manifestations.
Man’s environment has direct influence on his

social, material and cultural background and develop-
ment,

The architect has to study and investigate the
conditions and components which make the environ-
ment.

Studying man’s environment means studying:
1. Society’s socic-economic background, growth
and development.

2. The relationship between man and the group
he is part of.

3. Physical and climatological character of the
particular place the design is for.

4. The technical advancement of the particular
society of which man is ap active part.

5. The group’s cultural manifestation. (See fig. 6)

Fig. 3

and its skill, building elements and their proper utili-
zation and the methods of construction possible for
specific designs and places.

Architecture is one of the means of Man’s
artistic cxpressions. Man’s desire to express himself
through art finds the possibility of doing so through
music, painting. sculpture, architecture and literature.

Architecture as an art is the organization of solids
and voids in which relationship the designer con-
veys his emotional experience of creation and through
which the user experiences a similar process of ab-
sorption.

In order to convey such an experience, the ar-
chitect should skillfully use the visual tools at his
disposal and with their help create a design which is
also art.

Only then the design has achieved the aesthetic
merit the architect desires to attain.

MAN - SPACE -TIME

It is hardly necesary to explain the importance
of the technological background of any design.

Fig. 4

Any and all architectural designs will remain on
paper unless they are translated into technical terms
and made feasible through the application of tech-
nological knowledge, inventiveness and skill.

Therefore, it is of primary importance that the
architectural design should follow and base itself on

18

All the previously mentioned elements of the
design bear direct influence on the work. However,
a true piece of architecture should have one addi-
tional value, without which it may be lacking — it
should convey an idea or an approach to design.

This is so because the architect is part of society
and as such he absorbs from the society his cultural



heritage and returns to it what he has digested and
understood of this heritage.

The architect, like the artist, is then the medium
through which the Socicty express itself. Being in
such a unique position the designer has to approach
his work with the clear intention of conveying
through it his philosophy of architecture as well as
its cuttural significance.

PHYSICAL PATTERN Y

planncrs may come up with a programme of action
for growth and its social orientation.

The physical plan is the spatial interpretation of
such a programmatic plan and it should serve as a
leader and a guide in the progress of the nation.

The graphic interpretation of the physical plan
serves as a 100l for the realization of a programme in
4 time sequence.

INTELECTYAL PATTERN

Therefore, in his design the architect conveys
not only material and artistic values but also, and
perhaps mainly, human values.

Let us now study the various fields of architec-
ture, against the background I have just pointed out,
and their manifestation in Ethiopia.

Doing so, we shall start with planning, national
planning, regional planning, town planning and com-
munity planning.

When approaching national planning the team
{and only an inter-professional team can tackle such
a problem) dealing with a study should collect vast
information concerning the population, the economic
set-up and growth, cultural background and direction,
technological developments - - past, present and
future — environmental conditions and their poten-
tialities, and so on.

Having collected the information needed, a pro-
cess of analysis takes place, out of which the

Fig. §

The plan that any team will come up with, 1
believe, will be loose in its concept and will give only
a general direction for physical growth and changes.

Such a plan should be flexible enough to allow
for changes and expansion.

This change must find its guidance in planning
and it is the duty of the planner to indicate in his
design in what direction Ethiopia, as part of the
continent, will move.

Therefore, a national physical plan for Ethiopia
should base itself on:-

I. The people and their culture.
2. Communication systems in all mediums.

3. Economic set-up and growth.
4. Social progress.

A basis for regional planning already exists in
Ethiopia and there are some reasons for this:
a) Some regions are well advanced in their de-
velopment.
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